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2.3.5	 PARKING STANDARDS 
-\QJ'SJ LoTS 

The 60 foot lot depth necessarily pushes on-site parlcing to the edge of, or beyond, the sidewalk. 
on Trust Blocks. To avoid this problem, minimum depths are required for parking spaces, 
garages are required, and stepped section buildings with roof decks over the garages are 
encouraged (figure 2.3.5). Simultaneously, a continuous curbcut servicing a continuous row of 
garage doors fronting either the trust street or east-west connecting street is undesirable. Thus 
guidelines are set forth to assure a mixture of garages, gardens and on-street parking. The net 
number of parlcing spaces is exactly the same as if all parking were on-site but the streetscape is 
restored. 

2.3.5.A	 ON-SITE PARKING LOCATION AND SCREENING 

(1)	 Garages and curb cuts are prohibited on the same side of a parcel as the primary entry. 

(2)	 Parking cannot extend more than 25 feet into the property except on square facing 
properties where the primary structure is located between the garage and the square. 
Tandem parking is not permitted. 

(3) On-site parking less than 20 feet in depth is prohibited. 

(4) On-site parking must exAur in garages. 
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(5)	 Parking cannot be located within 12 feet of square facing property lines and must be 
separated from the square by the primary structure. (fig. 2.3.5.A(5)). 

(6)	 Single or paired garages are acceptable. Each car, so garaged, must have its own garage 
door which cannot ex~ 9 feet in width. There must be a minimum of 18 feet between 
curb cuts on lots less than 30 feet wide in order to permit an on-street parlcing space. (fig. 
2.3.5.A(6)). 

(7)	 Gates, havmg a minimum width of 32 inches and allowing visual access to courtyards and 
gardens, shall be provided between garages. 

(8)	 The roofs of garages must be developed either as decks or as ancillary rooms to the unites). 
When developed as decks they must be roofed either by a structure or a trellis whose 
materials and colors reflect the primary structure. The intent of this provision is to insure 
"eyes on the street" and the diminution of the feeling of "backs" of units on public streets. 
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9.0 PARKING STRUCTURES 

Land values in Savannah's downtown commercial areas have passed the threshold value whereby 
it is less expensive to acquire land, clear it and provide surface parking than to build structured 
parking. Thus, an increase in commercial market activity will result in an increase in the demand 
for parking garages. This is not to say that developers with underutilized structures in a weak: 
market won't continue to seek tax and operating cost benefits through ~emolition of existing 
structures and conversion to surface parking or that the expansion of institutional or commercial 
uses in or adjacent to residential neighborhoods won't exert pressure for assemblage and surface 
parking in those neighborhoods. They will. Preservation and Zoning ordinances should control 
these phenomena. Parking structures, however, lU'e and will continue to be a common building 
type in the Historic District. Sections 2.1.11. C, 3.1. 3 and 3.4 deal with the location of such 
structures and the need for ground floor commercial activity in specified locations. This chapter 
deals with the required architectural characteristics of them. 

The parking structures that exist in the Historic District necessarily occur on Tithing Bloclcs and 
are consistently laid out in the same manner given the geometries of the bloclcs (fig. 9.O(a». Most 
are relatively simple structures, clad in stucco textured concrete panels with long horizontal 
openings. The open frame woven steel structure on E. Congress at Drayton is particularly out 
of character with the Historic District. The structure at the foot ofW. President on Iefferson (fii!. 
9.0(b» makes great efforts, particularly where it fronts residential structures on W. York, to 
replicate their small scale pattern of lot subdivision and material differentiation on its facade . 

. : ' .. 

9.0(a) 

The desiKU objective for this building type is to make it fit in with its neighbors by treating the 
facades as much as possible as if they were buildings, not garages. Given the geometry and 
economics of these structures, they lU'e not required to reflect the 60 foot lot subdivision patterns 
of the historic city. Where they lU'e willing to make that effort, as on Iefferson Street, they should 

be applauded. The following minimum standards should pertain. 
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9.1I 
I Access to parking structures shall be from lanes on north-south service streets. 
I they shall be from service (S) or Frontage/Service (FS) streets. 
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ACCESS 

In edge districts 

9.l(a) 9.l(b) 

9.2 LEVEL FLOORS 

Ramps or sloped floor parking shall be limited to lanes, between E. Broad Street and Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard, or Service (S) Streets in the Edge Districts. Facades of parking 
structures on all other streets shall be designed with horizontal perimeter floors (figs. 9.2.(a) and 
(b)). 

9.3 HEIGHT 

A. In residential districts parking structures shall not exceed the height of the tallest abutting 
building on the same block frontage or 5 stories or 45 feet, whichever is less. (Section 
2.1.11.C(3)). 
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9.2(b)	 9.2(c) 

B.	 In commercial districts parking structures shall not exceed 5 stories or 45 feet, whichever 
is less, unless a lesser height is prescribed by Section 10. 

9.4	 FACADE COMPOSmON 

Continuous horizontal strip openings are discouraged (fig. 9.4.(a». Implicit or explicit bays 
(Section 4.4.2.F) are required at intervals not exceed 30 feet on center. The width of piers shall 
suggest that they are capable of supporting the building. Single or paired openings between piers 
are acceptable (figs. 9.4(b) and (c». Recessed horizontal panels (screening cars between floors) 
are encouraged in order to accentuate the vertical dimension. No opening of more than 12'6" in 
width is permitted without some vertical member subdividing the opening. (fig. 9.4.(c». 

9.5	 WALLS AND PARAPETS 

Cars on any floor of a parking structure shall be screened from public view from east-west 
connecting or through streets by provision of a wall or parapet of at least 3 feet in height above 
any parking level. At the top floor, such parapet shall be decorative in nature, per parapets on 
cornices in the Historic District, and shall lend a sense of a Cap to the structure. The parapet 
shall be included in the height provisions of Section 9.3. 
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9.6 MATERIALS 

Parking structures shall have exterior walls of brick, stucco, or precast concrete panels with a 
stucco finish. The color palette shall be sympathetic to buildings within the ward or east-west 

, through street of which it is a part, in accordance with the stated intention of it being a 
1 background or contextual building. 

I In commercial districts, lintels, sills, awnings, flags, and other decorative elements are encouraged 
to animate the facade. 
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