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Tom Thomson 
Savannah-Chatham County MPO 
110 East State Street 
Savannah, GA 31412 

Dear Tom: 

Thank you for your guidance throughout the Savannah Northwest Tollway 
Value Pricing Pilot Project. Your commitment to the study of potential tolling 
alignments in Savannah, Georgia is greatly appreciated. As you are probably 
aware, we have completed this study. 

Enclosed is the brochure highlighting the study goals, description of 
alignments, elevated roadway solution, financial analysis and recommended 
next steps. The full report can also be accessed on the SR T A website at 
www.georgiatoUs.com/studies.aspx . If you have further questions concerning 
the study, please do not hesitate to contact me at 404-893-6106 or via email at 
msailach@georgiatolls.com. 

Again, on behalf of the State Road and Tollway Authority, thank you for your 
continued guidance and support for the Savannah Northwest Tollway Value 
Pricing Pilot Project, we look forward to working with you in the future. 

~~1eIY' J.JaL 
Mary ;;;iaCh 
Policy and Program Consultant 

Enclosure 
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Study of The Northwest Toll Expressway in Savannah, Georgia 


Conclusions 

The purpose of this study was to determine the feasibility of tolling to 
assist in the development of a roadway proposed in the Savannah 
region's long-range transportation plan. 

Based on a preliminary analysis of long-term traffic patterns, design 
options, and financial analysis, three alternative alignments were found 
to have the greatest promise for addressing the region's travel needs. 
These alignments are the Northern Alignment, Full At-Grade 
Alignment, and the Full Elevated Alignment. 

The Northern Alignment is focused on near-term truck traffiC needs, 
but does not address long-term auto traffic needs. This alignment is 
the least expensive option, but does not provide regional traffic relief. 
The freight community has reservations regarding the tolling of a 
roadway that is aligned with the port. 

The Full At-Grade Alignment addresses both truck and auto traffic 
needs. It will require significant right-of-way acquisitions in the region 
and it provides significantly less regional traffic relief relative to 
elevated alignment alternatives. 

The Full Elevated Alignment also addresses both truck and auto traffic 
needs in the region. It provides improved system connectivity to 1-95, 
1-516, and the proposed Effingham Parkway. This alignment also 
provides the best system benefits in terms of congestion, vehicle miles 
traveled, and average speed for the region . These benefits are 
primarily the result of increased design speeds that can be achieved 
using an elevated alignment with one access point in the middle of the 
corridor. 

Moving Forward 

If a decision is made to proceed with the implementation of the 
Northwest Toll Expressway, the following steps should occur: 

• 	 Investment-grade traffic and revenue study; 

• 	 Detailed financial analysis including consideration of alternative 
and innovative finance techniques; 

• 	 Detailed engineering design including the need for environmental 
permitting and documentation ; 

• 	 Coordination of efforts between SRTA, the Georgia Department of 
Transportation, the Savannah Metropolitan Planning Commission, 
and Ihe Federal Highway Administration regarding roadway 
planning in and around the study area; and 

• 	 Education and outreach to the general public in the Savannah 
region regarding the use of tolls in roadway development. 

Patrick Vu, P.E. 
Administrator 
Phone: 4()4.893-61oo 
Patrlckvu@georgeiatolls.com 

Mary Sallach 
PoHcy and Program Consultant 
Phone: 404-893-6106 
msallach@georgiatolls.com 

101 Manetta Street, Suite 2500 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

Visit the study web site at 
www.srta-valuepricing.net 

Visit the SRTA web site at 
www.georgiatolls.com 
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