CONNECTING SAVANNAH:
MOVING PEOPLE - MAKING
NEIGHBORHOODS

MEETING OVERVIEW
March 22, 2005

During the March 22™ working group session, we continued the discussion of issues as
identified through the Connecting Savannah process by focusing on the three remaining
main issues:

e Policies to Become More Pedestrian- and Bicycle-Friendly

e Opportunities for Improved Transit Corridors

e Opportunities for People with Special Needs

We also reviewed the results of the survey gathered at the end of the last meeting
regarding:

e East-West Connectivity & Bay Street Traffic

e DeRenne Avenue Congestion

* Review of Information Booklet

The meeting included a PowerPoint presentation as well as a review of the information
contained in this booklet. Both documents are available on the Connecting Savannah
website, www.thempc.org/transportation/connectingsavannah.htm.
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Policies to Become More Pedestrian- and Bicycle-Friendly/
Opportunities for Persons With Special Needs

IDENTIFIED AS
PEDESTRIAN/BICYCLE
RELATED ISSUES (November 4™
Meeting)

A Safety — the top issue of
discussion; relates to many
areas of concern:

a. Safe conditions are
needed for cycling and
walking.

b. Lighting improvements
are needed.

c. People must feel safe
from criminal activity to
use transit or bike/walk at
night.

d. Sidewalk and bike lane
improvements are
needed.

e. Improve driver education
to help create a safer
environment.

A Respect for pedestrians,
cyclists, and transit users is
needed.

IMPROVEMENTS IDENTIFIED AT JANUARY 6" MEETING

1.1

Values:
A Build community
A Health
A Safety
A Sustainable economic development (local businesses adjacent to
pedestrian/bicycle routes)

1.2

New Paradigm: city centers connected by pedestrian/bicycle routes; safe
neighborhoods

Redo Subdivisions and Zoning: to meet requirements of
pedestrian/bicycle policies

1.4 | Encourage Mixed-Use/Walkable Communities

1.5 | Develop Master Plan: utilize grid system for all development; connect all
streets when possible

1.6 | Connectivity is important

1.8

Streetscapes: tree easement, sidewalk, bike path, median, traffic calming

Vertically separate pedestrian, bicycle and automobile traffic at intersections
(all ADA neighborhoods

1.9 | Lighting

1.10 | Encourage City and County to work with railroad to improve access on

1.12

railroad ROW for pedestrian/bicycle
Budgets should include pedestrian/bicycle connectivity needs to people

not just cars
Canal Greenways: identified in MPC plan; need 40’ vegetation buffer when
possible

Legend

Proposed actions
Goals already incorporated into existing plans (1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.6)
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ACTION 1: REDO SUBDIVISIONS AND ZONING (REGULATIONS) TO MEET REQUIREMENTS
OF PED/BIKE POLICIES

The Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) will work with local governments to develop policy guidelines
and roadway typical sections reflecting desired pedestrian and bicycle treatments that would be used to guide
future developments. This action item addresses Item 1.3.

Tables indicting proposed bikeway corridors and City of Savannah sidewalk improvement priorities are
included in this section document.

ACTION 2: DRAFT ORDINANCE THAT SUPPORTS TRANSPORTATION AMENITY CORRIDOR
PROGRAM OUTLINED IN THE LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN

The MPO will draft an ordinance that will guide implementation of the transportation amenity corridor program
outlined in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). The transportation amenities program is being
implemented in two phases:

A Phase One included the documentation and conservation of existing transportation amenities such as
canopy roadways, palm lined causeways, historic road segments, scenic vistas, and existing community
gateways which the community desires to preserve.

A Phase Two will include the landscaping and enhancement of all new and recently completed roads, as well
as the development of selected community gateways.

One percent of the anticipated road construction funds identified in the LRTP have been set aside to fund

transportation amenities. Maps highlighting the proposed corridors are provided with this document. This action
addresses Item 1.7.
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ACTION 3: THE MPO WILL WORK WITH THE CITY AND COUNTY TO DEVELOP A
SPECIFIED ALLOTMENT IN THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR PEDESTRIAN/BICYCLE
IMPROVEMENTS

A specific set-aside (such as the example in the LRTP of one percent of road construction funds will be used for
transportation amenities) would provide a stable funding source for pedestrian and bicycle improvements. The
MPO will work with the City and County to develop a specified funding program. The priority projects in this
program should be for:

A Projects addressing Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) issues;
A Repair of worn facilities;

A Projects connecting to transit routes; and

A Projects connecting to schools.

This action addresses Item 1.11.

GOALS IN EXISTING LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Items 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, and 1.6 relate to goals and objectives that are already part of the LRTP process. Goal 3:
Accessibility, Mobility and Connectivity has as an objective “to encourage use of transit and non-motorized
modes.”
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PLANNED BIKEWAY IMPROVEMENTS FROM LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Priority 1 Bicycle Corridors

Abercorn Street — Intersection Improvements at Tibet Avenue affecting the North-South Corridor Bikeway

Abercorn Street — Intersection Improvements at Largo Frive affecting the North=South Corridor Bikeway

Abercorn Street Extension(SR 204) — Widening from Rio Road to King George Boulevard

US 80/ SR 26 — From Bull River to Lazaretto Creek (5.1 mile Paved Shoulder section of the Tybee Island Bikeway)

US 80/ SR 17 - Bloomington Road Widening from Cherry Street to Effingham County line (1.8 miles of Paved Shoulder)

Jimmy Del_oach Parkway — New construction from I-16 to US 80 (1.7 mile Paved Shoulder section of the Jimmy Del oach Bikeway)
LaRoche Avenue — Widening to three lanes (from Tompkins Road to Ward Street - 0.4 mile Paved Shoulder section of the East-West Corridor)
Whitfield Avenue — From Old Whitfield Avenue to Ferguson Avenue (1.3 mile Paved Shoulder section of the Skidaway Corridor Bikeway )
Eisenhower Drive — From Hodgson Memorial Drive to Sallie Mood Drive (1.2 miles of Bike Lane on the Lake Mayer Corridor)

Montgomery Cross Road — Casey Canal Bridge Replacement — Bridge design to incorporate the bike lane extending from the Lake Mayer
recreation area to Skidaway Road

Skidaway Road — From Montgomery Cross Road to Norwood Plaza (Bike Lane sections within the Isle of Hope Corridor)

Garden City Bike Lane — From Oak Street to Smith Street (part of the SR 25 Corridor)

Tom Triplett Community Park Trail / Savannah-Ogeechee Canal Master Plan — Design and construct bicycle and hiking trails with
amenities within the existing Tom Triplett Park. Prepare the Master Plan for the historic Savannah-Ogeechee Canal

Coastal Georgia Greenway Multi-use Trails - Funding for the Master Planning for the Savannah and Ogeechee Canal (Phase I, portion of
Phase 1) is being sought through Transportation Enhancement program.

Truman Linear Park Greenway/Multi-use Trails - Master Planning has been funded for this corridor and is underway

Thunderbolt Street Car Right-of-Way - rail to trail conversion project.

Mid-Range Priority 2 Bicycle Corridors

US 80/ SR 26 (Ogeechee Road widening) — Eastern segments of the US 17 Bikeway from 1-516 to Stiles Avenue (0.9 miles Paved Shoulder
section) and from Stiles Avenue to Sadler Street (0.6 mile Bike Lane section)

Long Range Priority 3 Bicycle Corridors

State Route 204 and Quacco Road/Fort Argyle Corridor Improvements - Paved Shoulder sections along Quacco Road from Pine Barren
Road to Bush Road/Canal Road (2.8 mile), Bush Road/Canal Road from Pine Barren Road to S&O Canal Right-of-way (0.5 mile), and S&O
Canal Right-of-way (undeveloped) from Quacco Road to Bush Road (0.7 mile).

SR 21 widening (SR 25 Bikeway) - From Dean Forrest Road to 1-516 and US80 Burnsed Blvd (2.5 mile Bike Lane)

President Street / Island Expressway (Savannah-Whitemarsh Bikeway) - From Randolph Street to St Regis, From St Regis to Pennsylvania
Avenue (0.2 mile Paved Shoulder), and From Pennsylvania Avenue to Woodcock Road (0.5 mile Bike Lane)

SR 204 Abercorn Extension - From US 17 to Rio Road (4.4 mile Paved Shoulder section of the Abercorn Extension Bikeway), and From 1-95
to US 17 (2.1 mile Paved Shoulder section of the Quacco Road/Fort Argyle Bikeway)
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CITY OF SAVANNAH PRIORITY SIDEWALK PROJECTS

iln order of Prioritii

LLaRoche Avenue, south of Indigo Pointe

White Bluff Road,south of Tibet

Hopkins Street, N/of Victory to W 40th Street
Eisenhower Drive, S/side

Goebel Avenue, south of Kinzie to Skidaway
Kensington Dr., s/side between Habersham and Althea
Mercy Blvd., w/side canal to Woodley Rd.
Abercorn St., phases 1,2,3,4

Hodgson Memorial Dr.

Bull Street, DeRenne to 59th Street

Victory Drive, east of Crossroads Ctr to City limit
Thackery, Bull to Montgomery

East Broad, Liberty to Oglethorpe, east side
Montgomery Xroad (SR204SP), Abercorn to White Bluff, south
West 52 Street, Montogomery to Florance, s/side
63rd Street, Abercorn to Waters

65th Street, Habersham to Waters

Waters Ave., Lee to DeRenne

Abercorn St., exsisting N/of DeRenne to JEA
Meding Street, Montgomery to Staley

Skidaway Rd., various segments

Hopkins St., Clinch to existing s/of 52nd

Shawnee St., Middleground to Apache

East Lathrop, Augusta to Bay, westside

Wallin St., Skidaway to Victory, westside (updated)
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Paulsen, Columbus to DeRenne

Hampstead Ave., Abercorn to Montgomery

MLK Jr. Blvd., 47th to Exchange

Tibet Ave., northside

Sallie Mood Dr., Eisenhower to Montgomery Xrds.
President west of Gen. Mcintosh

East of Gen. McIntosh and President

Abercorn Street, Tibet Ave.to Deerfield, both sides
Mall Blvd. w/of Abercorn to Mall Way
Anderson, west of Bee/Truman Pkwy

Mercy, missing segment on westside north of Woodley
Abercorn (SR204), 55th to Columbus, east side
Victory (SR26), Bee to Wallin, north side

Bolton Street

Glynnwood Dr.

Park Avenue

Waldburg St.

Montgomery Xrds.

Stephenson Ave., Abercorn to Waters

Stiles Ave., Cloverdale to Ogeechee, east side
Augusta, E Lathrop to Newell, north side

Henry Street, Bee Rd. to Ash St, south side

White Bluff Rd., Janet to Mclaws, west side
Waters Ave., 52nd to 56th, east side
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Transportation Amenity Corridors
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