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CHATHAM URBAN TRANSPORTATION STUDY 
OCTOBER, 2006 MPO MEETINGS 

 
 
Agenda Item: Amendment to the MPO 2030 LRTP for language in support of 

enhancement projects 
 
Summary: Transportation Enhancement (TE) is a program that provides funding for a 

broad range of activities that enhance natural and cultural resources 
related to transportation. The following activities are eligible for TE funds:  
design and construction of bicycle, pedestrian or non-motorized facilities; 
preservation of abandoned railway corridors; acquisition, preservation and 
rehabilitation of historic sites and structures; and aesthetic improvements, 
such as landscaping and other scenic beautification efforts. In Georgia, 
the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) administers the TE 
program.  

 
According to the FHWA Final Guidance on Transportation Enhancement 
Activities, TE activities must be included in the appropriate metropolitan 
and statewide transportation improvement programs in order to be funded. 
The FHWA guidance also states that “The metropolitan and statewide 
planning processes should occupy a central role in the identification, 
planning, and funding of TE activities. In particular, the planning processes 
are the appropriate mechanisms for determining funding priorities among 
competing TE activities, including those not part of larger transportation 
projects. The FHWA field offices should strongly encourage the State and 
metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) to seek out and fully integrate 
TE activities into both their plan development and programming 
processes”. 

 
In January 2006, news reached the Savannah MPO that funding for the 
following TE projects for Chatham County has been awarded (see 
enclosed for detail).  

 
1. Martin Luther King, Jr., Blvd Streetscape Phase 2: earmarked funds 

of $500,000. 
2. AASU Bicycle / Pedestrian Path, earmarked funds of $500,00. 
3. Pooler Sidewalk Extension, earmarked funds of $140,000. 

 
GDOT staff subsequently requested individual LRTP amendments for the 
three funded TE projects.  The MPO staff is proposing a more inclusive 
amendment 2030 LRTP in support of TE projects which meet state and 
federal requirements for TE projects and have been duly selected for 
funding by the State Transportation Board.  The full text of the proposed 
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amendment is attached, and would supersede p. 76 of the current 2030 
LRTP.  FHWA staff have reviewed and concurred with the proposed 
amendment. 
 
A copy of the FHWA guidance on Transportation Enhancements will be 
added to the 2030 LRTP Technical Appendix, for information. 

 
 
Recommendation: For adoption. 
 






