
NEWZO MOVES FORWARD

The City of Savannah’s New Zoning Ordinance (NewZO) is moving forward! 
NewZO is the tool used to implement the Chatham County-Savannah Com-
prehensive Plan and revises the existing zoning code and zoning map. Marcus 
Lotson of the MPC and Bridget Lidy of the City 
of Savannah have been working with staff and 
the public to produce a document to protect 
and harmonize the City’s interests.

At the April 2 MPC meeting, NewZO was ap-
proved to send to the City Council Zoning Hear-
ing on April 25. The City Council’s first reading is 
scheduled for June 20, with the second reading 
scheduled for July 5.

If you have any questions about NewZO, please 
contact the MPC at 912-651-1440 or the City of 
Savannah at 912-525-3097, or email planning@
savannahga.gov.

For more information, please visit www.newzo.org.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri
1 2 3

6 7 8 9 10

13 14 15 16 17

20 21 22 23 24

27 28 29 30 31

M
AY

3 4 5 6 7

10 11 12 13 14

17 18 19 20 21

24 25 26 27 28

JU
N

E

MPC
1:30 p.m.

MPC
1:30 p.m.

Historic
1:00 p.m.

Historic
1:00 p.m.

Site &
Monument

4:00 p.m.

County ZBA
9:00 a.m.

MPC
1:30 p.m.

MPO Open House*

City ZBA
10:00 a.m.

City ZBA
10:00 a.m.

MPO Open House*

CORE MPO TCC
2:00 p.m.

CORE MPO CAC
5:30 p.m.

CORE MPC ACAT
1:00 p.m.

CORE MPO 
BOARD
10:00 a.m.

MEMORIAL DAY 
MPC CLOSED

County ZBA
9:00 a.m.

MPC Planning
1:00 p.m.

Site &
Monument

4:00 p.m.

MPO Open 
House*

*see page 5 for times & locations of CORE MPO Open House meetings
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CHANGES IN URBAN PLANNING & HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Our previous Director of Urban Planning and 
Historic Preservation, Ellen Harris, resigned on 
March 14. Ellen’s 13 years of dedicated service 
to the MPC and Savannah’s historic districts 
have preserved their integrity and boosted 
local pride.  Her exemplary adherence to the 
ordinances has set a high bar for retaining the 
historic fabric that attracts millions to Savan-
nah annually.

Leah Michalak has now taken the role of 
Director of Historic Preservation.  Leah has 

been with the MPC for seven years, with eleven years of historic preservation 
experience. The knowledge and experience Leah brings will further the City’s 
high standard of preservation ethics set by her predecessors. She has taken 
additional staff under her wing, along with Alyson Smith, to continue pre-
serving Savannah’s historic fabric. 

We are excited to move forward with Ryan Jarles as part of our Historic Pres-
ervation staff. Motivated by his love for Savannah, Ryan is excited to preserve 
the city's vibrancy and retain its historic integrity. As the Cultural Resources 
Planner, he has a desire to improve neighborhoods without displacing their 
residents.  He brings experience from education in Scotland and SCAD in 
Historic Preservation.

Since the beginning of the year, the Historic Preservation Department has 
processed over 230 COA, site and monument, and environmental review 
applications!

Leah Michalak
Director

Alyson Smith
Preservation Planner

Ryan Jarles
Cultural Resources Planner

HISTORIC PRESERVATION STAFF
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NEW & IMPROVED SAGIS.ORG

In January 2019, the SAGIS team released a new and improved public map 
viewer on SAGIS.org.  In addition to an overall improved look, the update 
brought all previous functionality with some exciting new options:

• The search bar at top left will locate addresses, owner name, or PINs 
within Chatham County. If you choose a record from the result list, it 
will zoom to its location and open the parcel information box.  This 
information box provides a direct link to the property record card and 
Tax Assessment.  Additional links include the option to open Google 
Maps for directions from the property address, as well as information 
for zoning, flood zones, voting and historic districts. 

• The ‘Parcel Search’ has advanced capabilities including the ability to 
select a set of  parcels and download the data to a spreadsheet. 

• The ‘Draw and Measure’ tool can now save and share drawings.

• Additional new tools and options include ‘Add Data,’ ‘Attribute Table 
View,’ and a ‘Share’ button. 

• The ‘Help’ document is enhanced with links to short ‘how-to’ videos.

SAGIS staff is excited to welcome John 
Kidd to the SAGIS team as the new GIS 
Specialist! John is prepared to provide 
reliable information for the Savannah area 
and surrounding communities. Although 
he will be honing his GIS skills here at the 
MPC, he brings experience from UGS and 
UNC.

Kevin MacLeod
Sr. GIS Developer

Lara Hall
Director

Mandy Terkhorn
GIS Analyst

SAGIS STAFF
John Kidd

GIS Specialist
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MOBILITY 2045: KEEPING THE REGION MOVING

Over the past year and half, the 
Coastal Region Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (CORE 
MPO) has been working on the 
development of Mobility 2045 
the Metropolitan Transportation 
Plan (MTP) the region’s transpor-
tation blue print for the next 20+ 
years.

One of the initial steps was to de-
velop the goals and vision for the 
plan.  Residents were asked what the most important aspects of transportation 
were to them and where they saw the biggest issues.  CORE staff collected over 
700 survey responses and comments.  Based on that input, CORE staff drafted a 
set of goals representing a broad statement of our region’s desired future condi-
tions.  These goals and objectives are targeted to ensure that the transportation 
system helps the region attain their overall vision for the future. The goals pro-
vide a framework for the provision of a safe, secure, efficient, multimodal trans-
portation network that meets the mobility needs of both people and freight. 

CORE staff has assessed the current transportation system deficiencies and future 
needs based upon projected population and employment growth and identified 
a list of projects based on the Mobility 2045 goals and financial constraints.  

Several open houses will be held in June to roll out the draft plan and project list 
to share with the public and collect comments. 

• Thursday, June 13 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. @ Armstrong Center
• Tuesday, June 25 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. @ Pooler Recreation Center
• Thursday, June 27 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. @ First Presbyterian Church of Savan-

nah (Chatham Crescent)

For more information on Mobility 2045 Open Houses visit https://www.thempc.org/Core/
OHouses

Wykoda Wang
TIP Administrator

Mark Wilkes
Director

Stephanie Rossi
Principal Planner

CORE MPO STAFF
James Small
Coordinator

https://www.thempc.org/Core/OHouses
https://www.thempc.org/Core/OHouses
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COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING & NATURAL RESOURCES

On April 20, Natural Resources staff 
participated in the Savannah Earth 
Day Festival at Daffin Park, providing 
information on strategies to reduce 
water consumption at home to local 
residents. Staff also recently spent 
a day at Bloomingdale Elementary 
School, where they educated students 

on stormwater pollution and ways to reduce runoff.

We are excited to welcome Kait Morano to the MPC! As the new Comprehen-
sive Planner, she hopes to help the Savannah area develop more sustainably 
and equitably. Prior to joining the MPC, Kait worked at the University of 
Georgia, the CDC, and the Center for Spatial Planning Analytics and Visualiza-
tion at Georgia Tech. 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

Since the beginning of the year, the 
Development Services department 
has processed nearly 200 zoning, 
ZBA, site plan, subdivision, and 
special use applications.

Kait Morano
Comprehensive Planner

Debbie Burke
Natural Resources Planner

COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING & NATURAL RESOURCES STAFF

Marcus Lotson
Director

Matt Lonnerstater
Planner

Marcel Williams
Planner

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES STAFF
Gary Plumbley

Planner
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MPC TV

Watch MPC and other on-
site meetings when you 
want to on our new You-
Tube Channel: Chatham 
County - Savannah MPC.

ADMINISTRATION

The Administrative Department provides initial processing of all incoming 
applications and inquiries regarding City and County regulations and rec-
ommendations.  This department also presides over the daily operations and 
administration of the agency while processing an average of 75 applications 
per month for the 10 various boards at the MPC.

Julie Yawn
Systems Analyst

Roger Beall
Administrator

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY STAFF

Christy Adams
Director

Jessica Hagan Bri Finau
ADMINISTRATION STAFF

Alexis PushaMary Mitchell Sally Helm

DID YOU KNOW?
In the first three months of 2019, 
MPC staff issued 155 building permits 
valued over $115 million for the City of 
Savannah and unincorporated Cha-
tham County.

$115,019,488
155 new

buildings

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv_VguPf8qolZ2NaVXohxHQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv_VguPf8qolZ2NaVXohxHQ


GET IN TOUCH

110 East State Street
Savannah, Georgia 31412

912-651-1440
www.thempc.org

OUR VISION

The Chatham County-Savannah MPC will be a leader in planning, 
development, and preserving a greater community through 

partnerships and an open process.

OUR MISSION

The Chatham County-Savannah MPC provides an accessible 
planning process, sound professional planning products, 
and recommendations to ensure a greater quality of life for 
all to enjoy a community that is historic, sustainable, mobile, 

and prosperous.


