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The MPC is following CDC 
guidance regarding COVID-19 
while continuing to remain 
open for business.
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MPC Conducts Canal 
District Public Survey
In May, Savannah City Council 
asked the MPC to lead efforts 
soliciting public input on the 
Savannah Canal District Mas-
ter Plan and Action Playbook, 
as well as the Savannah Ca-
nal District Master Plan Up-
date. MPC staff organized a 
40-day outreach effort that 
allowed the residents of Cha-
tham County to provide com-
ments through both a public 
survey and two virtual public 
meetings. These methods 
allowed public opinion on the 
many different facets of the 
proposed Plan. 

Over 280 individuals respon-
ded to the survey or parti-
cipated in the feedback process over 
the 40-day period. A Technical Memo 
summarizing the data collected and 
the associated feed back was provided 
to the City of Savannah and the re-
sults were delivered to Savannah City 
Council by Executive Director Melanie 
Wilson. 

You can view the Master Plan and get 
more information on this planning 
initiative at the City’s website—www.
savannahga.gov/2900/planning-ini-
tiatives.

SAGIS’s COVID-19 Data 
Hub and Dashboard 

SAGIS staff have been hard at work over the past few months creating resources to support the planning and response 
to the ongoing public health emergency related to COVID-19.  To provide more local information regarding COVID-19, the 
SAGIS team developed the following informative maps and websites for use by the public: 

These resources made and compiled by our GIS 
staff receive an average of 2,500 hits per day.

MPC-SAGIS COVID-19 Regional Dashboard 

This dashboard shows daily counts by county of confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in Georgia, South Carolina, and Florida for 
a regional picture of cases. Data is updated daily using infor-
mation provided by John Hopkins University and the Geor-
gia Department of Public Health. 

MPC-SAGIS Maps & Data Hub Site

This hub site provides links to the main dashboard along 
with other useful information and various dashboards. A 
zip code case map for Chatham County was recently added 
using information provided by the Coastal Department of 
Health.

SAGIS will be updating these resources and adding content as more information is provided. You can visit these resources using 
the links above or through www.SAGIS.org.

http://www.savannahga.gov/2900/planning-initiatives
http://www.savannahga.gov/2900/planning-initiatives
http://www.savannahga.gov/2900/planning-initiatives
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/8b47ec4b539d4c518f384fbb1fe2843f
https://coronavirus-sagis.hub.arcgis.com/
http://www.SAGIS.org


Hurricane Florence from the International Space Station (Credit: NASA)
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Hurricane Season in 
the Age of COVID-19

Forecasters at Colorado State University are now predicting 
an “extremely active” 2020 Atlantic hurricane season with 24 
named storms, 12 hurricanes, and 5 major hurricanes—near-
ly double the amount in an average season. Because we are 
also dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic, now is the time to 
make and/or review your hurricane plan in case a storm threa-
tens the Georgia coast. Luckily, the Chatham Emergency Ma-
nagement Agency (CEMA) has information to help you safely 
prepare, evacuate, and shelter the storm while also protecting 
yourself and others from COVID-19.

Do you have an emergency kit ready if needed? If not, CEMA 
makes it easy by providing a list of everything you’ll need—
don’t forget to include COVID-19 basics like cleaning supplies, 
hand sanitizer, and extra face coverings! Do you know which 
evacuation zone you live in or in which surge zone your home 
or business is located? If not, CEMA has maps to help you 
figure that out. What should you do when a hurricane watch 
has been issued? CEMA has your “To Do List.” Do you need 
assistance evacuating because you have functional, access, 
or medical needs? Eligible residents can apply to be on the 
Hurricane Registry list maintained by the Health Department.

Don’t wait until a hurricane is headed our way! Plan ahead 
and visit www.chathamemergency.org to make sure that you 
and your loved ones are well prepared.

Hurricane season runs from June 1st to 
November 30th. Are you prepared to 
evacuate if a storm comes our way?

It’s Not Too Late to
Complete Your 2020 Census!

If you have not completed 
your 2020 Census yet, there’s 
still time to respond! Respon-
se forms are due by Septem-
ber 30th. Data from the census 
helps the government allocate 
funding for important resour-
ces in our community. It is cri-
tical that we all participate so 
that our community is not un-
derfunded for schools, roads, 
hospitals, state representa-
tion, and more.  

Our very own SAGIS team is helping 
get everyone in Chatham County coun-
ted! Staff created the Chatham Counts 
Story Map, which allows users to view 
different demographic information 
about special populations in relation to 
the Low Response Score (LRS) and also 
shows the current Self-Response rate 
for the 2020 Census.

You can respond to the questionnaire 
online, by phone, or by mail. More in-
formation on ways to respond can be 
found at www.chathamcounts.com or 
www.2020census.gov.

https://chathamemergency.org/PrepareNow/ResidentArticle?articleId=EmergencySupplyKit
https://chathamemergency.org/PrepareNow/HurricaneMaps
https://chathamemergency.org/PrepareNow/HurricanePreparedness
https://chathamemergency.org/PrepareNow/HurricaneRegistry
http://www.chathamemergency.org/
https://arcg.is/1mabyu
https://arcg.is/1mabyu
http://www.chathamcounts.com
http://www.2020census.gov
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City of Savannah Passes Clean 
Energy Resolution

The Wonderful 
Adventure 
Book

In March of this year, the Savannah City Council took a ma-
jor first step in addressing the issue of climate change in 
our region.  Council unanimously adopted a resolution that 
states that “there is a clear scientific consensus regarding 
the reality of climate change; the connection with human 
activities that create greenhouse gases; how it is present-
ly harming our community; and the analysis of current 
trends confirming that future generations will experience 
an ever-escalating crisis.” The resolution further acknowle-
dged that people of color, children and the elderly dispro-

portionately suffer the economic, environmental, health and 
social hardships of climate change. This resolution is the 
much-needed platform to launch initiatives that will result 
in meaningful programs and policies focusing on the reduc-
tion of the greenhouse gases we humans produce, which 
accelerate climate change.

Climate change does not simply mean warmer tempera-
tures. Negative impacts of climate change that we see lo-
cally include extreme heat, warmer ocean waters that feed 
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The resolution states that “One Hundred Percent (100%) of 
electricity consumed in the City of Savannah shall be gene-
rated from safe, clean and renewable energy by 2035, and all 
other energy needs shall be generated from safe, clean, and 
renewable energy by 2050.” The resolution also commits the 
City to developing a clean-energy action plan within 18 months 
of the adoption of the resolution. The action plan, which will be 
completed by October 2021, will be created through a partner-
ship with utilities, institutional partners, industries, businesses, 
non-profit and community-based organizations, and residents. 
The City will also collaborate with surrounding communities 
to achieve aligned clean-energy and equity goals. City Coun-
cil committed to re-evaluate the goals and associated planning 
efforts at least once every three years, as technologies, policies, 
and economic feasibility of these commitments change. You 
can read the full resolution here.

and strengthen hurricanes, loss of property and flooding in 
our region due to sea level rise and “sunny day” flooding, as 
well as natural resource destruction. These effects of climate 
change negatively impact our quality of life. And we humans 
are mostly to blame due to our burning of fossil fuels as our 
main energy source, releasing large amounts of carbon dioxi-
de (CO2) into the atmosphere. It is imperative that we make 
changes to our energy consumption before it is too late, and 
this resolution by Council is a step in the right direction.

While most aspects of climate change are negative, it does 
provide us as a community an opportunity for innovation and 
job creation as we identify means to provide clean energy 
sources in our region. So far, the clean-energy sector has crea-
ted 76,500 high-paying jobs in the State. The City, in making 
this resolution, has created an opportunity for economic deve-
lopment and job creation while increasing the City’s resilience 
and reducing costs associated with mitigating damage to pu-
blic health and safety. 

Photo by Zbynek Burival

The MPC presents The Wonderful Adventure Book, an activi-
ty book full of challenging mazes, connect the dots, and word 
scrambles. As part of our Executive Director Melanie Wilson’s 
initiative for public outreach and education, The Wonderful 
Adventure Book has been created to educate youth about 
the MPC, our lovely cities and towns, riverfronts, and nearby 
attractions. This activity book is a perfect fit for kids aged 8-12 
and great to have when you’re stuck inside on a rainy day. 

You can find The Wonderful Adventure Book on our website 
www.thempc.org or by clicking here.

http://agenda.savannahga.gov/content/files/100-clean-energy-resolution-nd_2132020_clean-1-revised.pdf
http://www.thempc.org
https://www.thempc.org/docs/lit/CompPlan/2020/AdventureBk.pdf


@Plan_2040

@MPCNatResources

@MPC Natural Resouces

Advance Planning
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Follow us on social media to keep up with 
our progress & learn about upcoming 
meetings

Top left: Causton Bluff (Photo by Tyler Edic); Top right: Bonaventure Cemetery (Photo by Stephanie Rossi); Bottom: City of Savannah as seen from 
Hutchinson Island (Photo by Tyler Edic) 
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Please take a few minutes to visit www.thempc.org and look at our 
department pages to see some of the exciting projects we are wor-
king on to help improve our community. One project, the Compre-
hensive Plan, encompasses all MPC departments and their various 
projects.

The Comprehensive Plan is a guide for the short- and long-term 
growth, redevelopment, and preservation of Chatham County and 
the City of Savannah. It reflects the community’s values and goals 
and lays out strategies to achieve them. Since the MPC’s last Com-
prehensive Plan was adopted in 2016, the County and City have 
grown considerably. Continued progress of our community must 
follow a strategic approach that balances a desirable built environ-
ment, economic development, natural resources, transportation 
options, and a high quality of life for all of our residents. Plan 2040 
is a five-year update of Chatham County and the City of Savan-
nah’s existing Comprehensive Plan that will be used by local offi-
cials as a guide to help make policy decisions regarding the com-
munity’s growth and development for the next twenty years. This 
document will help shape our community by identifying issues, 
opportunities, and priorities and allocating resources accordingly. 

The Comprehensive Plan covers a wide range of topics for the com-
munity including: Economic Development, Land Use, Transporta-
tion, Housing, Health, Education, Public Safety, Natural Resources, 
and Historic & Cultural Resources. You can read the previous Com-
prehensive Plan online here or visit www.compplan2040.org for 
information about our current plan, Plan 2040. Stay tuned for our 
public meeting dates on the draft plans.

Introducing
Plan 2040

We’re updating the Chatham County – Savannah Comprehensive 
Plan and we need your input!

https://www.thempc.org/Comprehensive/Compplan
http://www.compplan2040.org


2019

2020
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Every year in May, local preservation groups, state historical 
societies, and business and civic organizations across the 
country celebrate Preservation Month! Preservation Month 
began as National Preservation Week in 1973, but in 2005, 
the National Trust extended the celebration to the entire mon-
th of May and declared it Preservation Month to provide an 
even greater opportunity to celebrate Historic Preservation 
throughout the country.

During the month of May, the MPC planned several virtual 
activities to engage the community in the world of Historic 
Preservation. This included webinars where you could learn 
interesting facts on the history of the Historic Preservation 

COVID-19 has changed, well, just about everything across 
the entire world. Social distancing became a part of our 
normal vocabulary, Zoom meetings became the new wor-
kplace, and in the planning world, the number of COA’s de-
creased due to a lack of renovations and new construction..

So, what exactly is a COA? A Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) is an application that must be submitted before resi-
dents can make construction changes to their homes in the 
Historic District in Savannah. As shown in the graph below, 
there was a dramatic decrease in COA applications between 
March 2019 and March 2020!

Impacts of COVID-19 on COA 
Applications

While the numbers are recovering, it is still interesting to see 
the reach that this virus had, and that the virus has left an 
impact in the unlikeliest of places. This result is unsurprising, 
as families across the world shifted their thoughts from their 
regular activities to dealing with a global pandemic. We hope 
that as the world and Chatham County continue to bounce 
back, the number of COA applications also continues to grow.

To learn more about COAs, please visit www.thempc.org/his-
toric/coi.
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Historic Preservation 
Month Highlights

Movement in Savannah. For example, preservation became 
an incredibly important topic in Savannah, as many historic 
structures were demolished during the 1950s and 1960s in 
a period called Urban Renewal. Much of this demolition was 
done to build parking structures and roads.

While many historic spaces were demolished, some still exist 
today. Johnson Square, for instance, was created in 1733. Two 
hundred eighty-seven years later, residents and tourists alike 
enjoy the same square as those born centuries ago. Visit the 
Historic Preservation page on www.thempc.org/historic for 
links to the webinars to learn more!

Above: City of Savannah c. 1930 (Credit: Georgia 
Historical Society)

Right: Original Odd Fellows’ Building c. 1888, located 
at 206 W. State St., which was destroyed in the fire of 
1889. (Credit: Georgia Historical Society)

http://www.thempc.org/historic/coi
http://www.thempc.org/historic/coi
http://www.thempc.org/historic


MPC SUMMER NEWSLET TER /  1 1 10  /  MPC SUMMER NEWSLET TER

Left: Florence Street School; Above: Rest-A-While Inn (Photo by Georgia 
Historical Society)

Cuyler-Brownville
Historic Resource
Survey
The Cuyler-Brownville neighborhood was originally developed in 
the mid-19th century for freed slaves and survives as one of the 
most intact and continuously occupied African American neigh-
borhoods in Savannah. Today, long-time residents continue to live 
in the Cuyler-Brownville neighborhood and maintain properties 
within the heart of the district. Their continued occupancy and 
maintenance have resulted in a high degree of historic integrity 
within the core of the district away from the busier commercial 
strip along Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard.  The closely spaced 
and similarly shaped buildings along the many block faces create 
a continuous rhythm of structures and have established a street 
character that is not found elsewhere in Savannah.

The Cuyler-Brownville Neighborhood Historic Resources Sur-
vey was conducted as part of an ongoing city-wide preservation 
planning initiative sponsored by the City of Savannah and admi-
nistered by the MPC. All phases of the survey were conducted 

jointly by Sarah Ward of Ward Architecture and Preservation 
and Robert A. Ciucevich of Quatrefoil Consulting. The survey 
identifies all historically significant buildings, structures, and 
sites within the Cuyler-Brownville Neighborhood and serves 
as an update to the 1994 historic resources survey of the nei-
ghborhood. The survey, which forms the basis for future pre-
servation planning, was funded through a Certified Local Go-
vernment (CLG) Survey and Planning Grant from the Historic 
Preservation Division of the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources and matched in part by the City of Savannah and 
the Historic Savannah Foundation.

For more information on the survey and a copy of a brochure 
on the study, please contact the MPC’s Historic Preservation 
staff at 912-651-1440 or via our website.

Legislative Highlights
INFRA Discretionary Grant Program

The US Department of Transportation (DOT) is investing 
$906 million into the Country’s infrastructure through the 
Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) discretionary 
grant program. DOT Secretary Elaine Chao states that the 
funding is going towards improving the infrastructure of 
highways, bridges, ports, and railroads. DOT chose projects to 
fund based on how they worked with the nation’s economic 
and transportation goals. Approximately 53% of funding will 
go to rural projects, to address the underinvestment in rural 
areas and $293 million will be made available for areas at 
least partially located in Opportunity Zones. An Opportunity 
Zone is an economically distressed area in which new 
investments can receive preferential tax treatment thus 
attracting more economic opportunities to the area. The 
funds were awarded to 20 projects in 20 states. While 
Georgia was not awarded a grant, projects in neighboring 
states, such as North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, and 
Tennessee were grant recipients.

Stay Tuned For ...

BRIC Program

FEMA is providing federal funds to assist the Country in 
building protective infrastructure to prepare for potential 
disasters. Named the Building Resilient Infrastructure and 
Communities (BRIC), this program is distributing up to $500 
million in funds for pre-disaster hazard mitigation. Most of the 
money ($446.4 million) will be allocated through a national 
competition, while $20 million will be reserved for Indian 
tribal governments, and another 33.6 million will be reserved 
for states and US territories. To be eligible for this competition, 
the state, territory, or tribal government must have received a 
major disaster declaration under the Stafford Act within the 
past 7 years before the start date of the application period, 
which is September 30th, 2020. Under this Act, FEMA will 
assist in funding learning activities so the workforce can assist 
in disaster mitigation, funding for public safety and critical 
services, and management costs. The application deadline is 
January 31, 2021.

The Historic Resources 2021 calendar focused on pan-
demics

Information on the MPC’s upcoming Planning Academy 
dates

http://www.thempc.org/historic
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**Schedule may change. Please refer to the MPC website www.thempc.org for additional details & all application deadlines, including 
those pertaining to COVID-19.

Upcoming Meetings

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

October

MPC
1:30 p.m.

County ZBA
9:00 a.m.

City ZBA
10:00 a.m.

Historic Preservation 
Commission

3:00 p.m.

Site & Monument
4:00 p.m.

Historic Review 
Board

1:00 p.m.

CORE MPO TCC
2:00 p.m.

CORE MPO CAC
5:30 p.m.

CORE MPO ACAT
1:00 p.m.

CORE MPO Board
10:00 a.m.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

September

MPC
1:30 p.m.

MPC
1:30 p.m.

County ZBA
9:00 a.m.

City ZBA
10:00 a.m.

Historic Review 
Board

1:00 p.m.

Site & Monument
4:00 p.m.

Historic Preservation 
Commission

3:00 p.m.

SAGIS
9:00 a.m.

Christy Adams 
Olivia Arfuso 
Roger Beall 

Debbie Burke 
Aislinn Droski 
Nicholas Fazio 
Sabrina Finau 
Jessica Hagan 

Lara Hall 
Sally Helm 

Asia Hernton  
Jordan Holloway 
Jackie Jackson 

Ryan Jarles 
Marcus Lotson 

Leah G. Michalak 
Mary Mitchell 
Kait Morano 

David Ramsey  
Anna Stamatogiannakis  

Mandy Terkhorn 
Wykoda Wang 

Temperance West 
Mark Wilkes 
Julie Yawn

Melanie Wilson 
Executive Director

Pamela Everett
Assistant Executive Director 
Compliance & Operations

110 East State Street

Savannah, Georgia 31401

912-651-1440

www.thempc.org

http://www.thempc.org

