GEORGIA HISTORIC RESOURCES ResureNo,

Historic Preservation Section 205 Butler Street, Suite 1462 ]
Georgia Department of Natural Resources  Atlanta, Georgia 30334 '
404/656-2840

cor instructions, see the Georgia Historic Resources Suroey Manual

1 Name(s) of resource 2 Location map with North at top
Old Sears Building
3 Addressilocation Duffy S+,
2 East Henry Street 7
4 Owner’s name and mailing address / /// .
Old Sears Building, LLC . A .‘Z
15 Dutchtown Road 3 7 £
Richmond Hill, GA 31324 ‘E ’ S
5 @ Building O Structure v a
O Site 6 Object
O Landscape feature
6 @ Representative example of building type ©. enmy sk
Number represented Al
7 Use, current
original commercial, currently vacant
8 Date of construction (or estimate) 16 Number of stories
1946 o 2, with extra story bump-up
9 Major changes & date (explain in No, 25) 17 Facade symmetry & front door(s)
® Altered O Moved asymmetrical
O Addition O Destroyed 18 Roof type & material
Y Architect/engineer/designer flat roof
unknown "19 Chimney placement & material
11 Contractor/builder/craftsman no chimney
unknown ' 20 Type of construction
12 Style O High style platform frame/balloon frame
) Elements 21 Exterior material(s)
Modern N demi |
® No acadernic style ellow brick and stucco
13 Building type 22 Foundation material(s)
commercial continuous concrete block
14 Original floor plan 23 Porchies)
unknown none
15 Plan shape 24 Windows
rectangular fixed, 2 panes first story, 4 panes second floor
| [ B o m e T — s SR v === B s S S e e e — == ss )
25 Additional physical description 26 Negatives: roll # frame #

Yellow brick building. Two stories with additional story on
north-east side. Sections of first floor exterior walls are
stuccoed. Parking lot is surrounded by a low cement wall.
Building is vacant but in good condition.




27 Description of outbuildings (if any)

no outbuildings

29 Description of landscape features

Large parking lot to south. Sidewalks with grass and .

some trees line perimeter of property.

30 Number of buildings 1
outbuildings
landscape features

31 Description of the environment

structures
sites

Urban environment, with both commercial and
residential use adjacent.

33 History

The Sears Building was built in 1946 when Sears and
Roebuck moved from Broughton Street, demolishing
many historic properties. When Sears moved to
Oglethorpe Mall the property was purchased by
Chatham County in 1973 and housed the Department
of Family and Children Services. The building was
altered and has been vacant since 2004.

37 Prepared by (person, organization and address)

Allison Carlquist
SCAD Historic Preservation Department
3121 Barnard St. Savannah, GA 31401

39 Government preservation activity
O Section 106 review O Grant
O Tax certification O Other
40 SHPO evaluation

41 USGS quadrangle name
UTM reference

zone easting
42 Tax map number

northing

———ﬂ

Kesource iNuU.

28 Site plan with North at top
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32 Archaeological potential O observed O reported
34 Historical theme(s)

35 Significance

The OIld Sears building has a large visual and historically

commercial presence in the ward. It has significantly
impacted the development of the ward.

36 Sources of information
_ SAGIS Property Card, Sanborn Map

38 Date of survey resurvey

October 18, 2010

ghition and date
ational Landmark
ational Register
O Georgia Register
@® Local designation
O HABSIHAER

O Determination of eligibility
O Other

O Individual property
@© District

1),




Victorian District | 2 E. Henry 5t.

The old Sears & Roebuck building, located at 2
E. Henry Street, was the first commercial
building to be built in Savannah following
World War II. This large steel and brick

building was designed by the Atlanta

architectural firm of Schultze and Armstead in
the International Style. Sears & Roebuck
opened on November 14, 1946. The three
story building occupies lots 1, 6, 7, 12, and part
of 3, 4, 9 and 13 in Cuthbert Ward, and
comprises nearly 90,000 square feet. It is

currently vacant and for sale.



Victorian District | Significant Mid-Century V

W .
Address avdiand Date Architect Description

Lot Numbers

Gallie Ward: Walter P.
6 W. Henry St. Lot 33 and 1946 Marshall, AlA; Fire Station No. 5
part of 35 Savannah, GA
Cuthbert Ward: B
Hots,6,,7,:12% Old Sears
2 E. Henry St. 1946 Armstead;
partof13,3,4,9, Department Store
Atlanta, GA
and part of 10
Gallie Ward: Yellow brick
5 W. Henry St. Lots 30, and 32 Unknown Lnsawn Commercial Building
W. Henry St Gallie Ward: Unknown ((;r;galnilé);i)f‘lt City of Savannah g
9 Y. Henry St grocery S.P.A.C.E Gallery

Lots 34, 36, and 38 store)




NP3 Form 10-800 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
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United States Department of the Interior |
National Park Service ‘ ST (o
1 A7 ¢ 7

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How
to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for

"not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the
instructions. Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-800a).

1. Name of Property

historic name  Historic Sears Building

other names/site number 2-004-37-001 Chatham County

2. Location

street & number 2 E. Henry St. not for publication
city ortown Savannah vicinity

state Georgia code  GA county Chatham code 051 zipcode 31401

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

I hereby certify that this ___ nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

in my opinion, the property ___ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

___hational ___ statewide __local

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property ___ meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that this property is:

___entered in the National Register ___determined efigible for the National Register

__determined not eligible for the National Register ___removed from the National Register

___other (explain:)

Sighature of the Keeper Date of Action

5. Classification




United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

Historic Sears Building

Name of Property
Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.)

X | private X | building{s)
public - Local district
public - State site
public - Federal structure

object

Name of related muitiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

{Expires 5/31/2012)

Chatham County, GA

County and State

Numb esources within Property
(Do net include previously listed resources in the count.)
s \

Coﬁtﬁhuﬁngi Noncontributing
buildings

district

site

; structure

== object

Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

COMMERCE/ department store

Current Functions
{Enter categories from instructions.)

VACANT/ not in use

COMMERCE/ business/ office building

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Late 19" & Early 20™ Century American
Movements/ COMMERCTIAL

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: Concrete

walls: Brick

roof: Other/ Bitumen Double Layer

other:




United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)

Historic Sears Building Chatham County, GA
Name of Property County and State

‘Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setling, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The Historic Sears Building is a three-level beige painted brick masonry structure done in early 20" century Commercial
Style. The windows are aluminum frame on both the storefront and upper level. The building is located in the Victorian
District of Savannah, Georgia. The neighborhood is primarily residential and contains many contributing historic
structures, mostly from the rapid suburban growth Savannah experienced from 1871 and 1891. This building is imposing
in scale compared to the smaller homes surrounding the site. Most of the buildings are 2 story frame structures.
(Savannah Victorian District Design Manual n.d.) The most striking design elements of the building are the storefront
rounded eaves that echoing the Streamlined Moderne style popular in the 1930’s and 1940’s.

Narrative Description

Sears original floor use included three floors and a sales basement. The top floor was to contain air-conditioning
equipment and offices. The found level had an open floor plan with supporting square columns running along its entirety.
All floors still have the original support columns. The lower half of the building occupied the merchandise showrooms.
Sears originally had six entrances along the parking area and four entrances on the north side. The interior was designed
for 200 employees. Originally, the parking area was landscaped with shrubs and flowers. The interior was elegant in style
with terrazzo flooring, polished wood details, and murals on the wall. The murals were one of the building’s most
outstanding interior features. The renowned artist Eugene Montgomery, of Chicago, painted all the murals depicting the
history of Savannah. There is no record of where the murals are currently. Sears had two elevators and one freight
elevator, on the east side of the building. This freight elevator is working today and has not been altered. There are a total

of four staircases.

Sears left this building in 1969 and moved to Oglethorpe Mall, a large indoor mall, further south in Savannah. The State
acquired the building in 1973 for the Georgia Department of Family and Children Services (DFCS). Major interior
construction and retrofitting occurred under their ownership. They covered the terrazzo with commercial carpet and
ceramic tiles. The terrazzo is in excellent shape as it is now being exposed by the current owner. The grand and south
staircase'’s original terrazzo was not covered. The building had the electricity and plumbing reworked. New electrical
panels were installed, as well as thermo panes on the upper floors and shatterproof windows on the ground level. The
upper floor windows were made by DFCS and were not part of the original design. The ceiling was brought down in
height down to accommodate their renovations. The basement and the first level have 9’ ceilings and the second level has
a 10’ ceiling. There was a sprinkler system installed on all floors. Acoustical lay in tiles were used throughout, as well as
drywall and metal stud interior walls. The once open floor plan of the first and second floor is now riddled with a maze of
3



United States Department of the interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)

Historic Sears Building Chatham County, GA
Name of Property County and State

offices and rooms. All of these internal walls put in during the DFCS renovation can be easily removed. They are not load
bearing walls. There is central HVAC on all fevels. DFCS feft the building in 2004 to a new location on Wheaton Street.

The State of Georgia’s surplus property division opened up bidding to sell the property. A local dentist, Bill Trout acquired
the building in 2008. He began plans to adapt the building into residential condos on the second and third floors and
commercial space on the ground floor. Residential rooms with bathrooms are now on the second floor, although the
project was since abandoned due to zoning ordinances limiting the building’s use. Little interior alterations have been

done since DFCS left in 2004.

The current owner, Michael Sharkey, is not currently using the building. He maintains the property and has begun to
remove the carpet and ceramic tile left by DFCS revealing the terrazzo undemeath in the basement. He has put the
building on the market to sell. The building is in excellent condition structurally.

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable Mational Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
for National Register listing.) o
Ny within the past 50 years.
.
A Property is associated with events that have made a
X significant contribution to the-broad patterns of our
history.

B Property is assodiated with the lives of persons
— significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

X of atype, period, or methad of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C abirthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.




United States Department of the Interior
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NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
Historic Sears Building Chatham County, GA
Name of Property County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Architecture Significant Person

Commerce (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Community Planning and Development

Social History

Cultural Affiliation

Period of Significance

1946-1969 Architect/Builder

Architect: Philip T. Schutze & Warren Armistead

Contractor: Artley Company

Significant Dates
November 14, 1946

Period of Significance (justification)
The period of 1946-1969 was the period Sears occupied the building.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

The Historic Sears Building is a testament to Post World War 1l development and commercial innovations. It is also an
example of the grandeur of interior design department stores and exterior commercial design in early 20™ century. In the
mid 1940’s Sears began to capitalize on suburban community developments nationally.



United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)

Historic Sears Building Chatham County, GA
Name of Property County and State

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

The exterior commercial design is in excellent condition and retains the historical integrity of the period of significance.
The brick masonry is well preserved. The interior has been altered heavily but it merely covers the original design
superficially. The beautiful details of the original design such as the terrazzo flooring and polished wood balustrades are
intact and show minimal damage. The original details, such as the ceiling and original walls, have not been altered or
destroyed. The original design is intact underneath the alterations. The building was designed by Philip Schutze and his
partner Warren Armistead. Philip Schutze was recognized as one of the foremost architects of the time. Schutze currently
has his residential architecture on the National Register of Historic Places with Atlanta’s Swan House. (National Park
Service n.d.) He was educated at the Georgia Institute of Technology (1908-12) and at Columbia University (1912-13). He
went on to win the prestigious Rome Prize from the American Academy in Rome. His designs reflected his classical
training in his use of symmetry. This symmetry is present in his design for the Historic Sears building in Savannah. ( New
Georgia Encyclopedia n.d.)

The Sears Building's contribution to commerce is well documented in local news copy. The announcement was made
on June 22, 1945 that Sears planned to build a large retail store in Savannah. There was already a Sears in Savannah in
the central downtown on Broughton Street. By September 1945 they were ready to build but needed an approval by the
War Production Board. This Sears was the first commercial building built in Savannah after WWII. The new store in
Savannah was highly publicized and was a pivotal moment in post WWII Savannah. Virgil D. Johnson, the store manager
said, “Our faith in steady development and progress of this section is the reason for erecting this type of store”. (Sears,
Roebuck Ready To Build 1945) The Savannah Morning News heralded this new store as the mark of a new era in the
city. “The event will be an outstanding one in the mercantile history of Savannah which has felt the need of such a center
for many years and enthusiastically anticipates the service which will be rendered to growing Savannah”. (Hunter,
Opening of Sears Nov. 14 to Mark New Era for City 1946) A huge national chain locating a new store in Savannah helped
insure the growth of Savannah outwards. The progressive design is also evident in the large parking lot adjacent to the
store that anticipated automobile use growth.

The construction of this building in the suburbs of 1940’s Savannah is a monument to the post WWIi community
planning and development. The downtown center was no longer central for many people who were living in the new
suburbs. The Sears building marks the movement of urban design and planning going from the urban to suburban model.

The Sears also contributed to Savannah’s social history. Thousands of local citizens attended the official opening on
November 14, 1946. There was a ceremony officiated by Savannah’s Mayor Nugent, and J.F. Moore, the vice president of
Sears Roebuck. It created over 200 jobs for local residence who worked in the store as well as those involved in the
construction. Local citizens helped greatly in the construction. The contract was awarded to the local Artley Company.
Other Savannah artisans, engineers, and specialists participated in the work as well. (Enormous Crowds attend Opening

of Sears, Roebuck 1946)
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Historic Sears Building Chatham County, GA
Name of Property County and State

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Historic Landmarks Commission . Charlotte: Sears Roebuck Building.
http://www.cmhpf. org/uptownsurveyhistorysears. htm (accessed February 25, 2010).

New Georgia Encyclopedia. Philip Trammell Shutze (1890-1982). http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org
(accessed February 22, 2010).

"02-08A Cuthbert Ward Survey of Lots Oversized." City of Savannah Research Library & Municipal Archives.
Savannah, GA, 1944.

"AA-08 Cuthbert Ward plan of portion." City of Savannah Research Library & Municipal Archives. Savannah,
GA, 189%4.

City of Atlanta Online. Atlanta Historic Socity: Swan House. February 2010.
http://www.atlantaga. gov/government/urbandesign_swan.aspx (accessed February 25, 2010).

P
AN

Dgwyérs, Bill. "State Puts DFACS site on the market." Savannah Morning News, October 5, 2002: 8.

Huntér, Anna C. "Sears' New Store Is Built On City's Old "Lovers Lane"." Savannah Evening News, November
8, 1946.

—. "Georgia History and People Depicted in Sears Murals." Savannah Morning News, November 11, 1946: 36.
— "Hundreds Work Hard to Open Sears' Store Thursday." Savannah Morning News, November 12, 1946 14.
— "Opening of Sears Nov. 14 to Mark New Era for City." Savannah Morning News, November 1, 1946: 18.
Mayle, Mary Carr. "'Let us lease it for $1 a year'." Savannah Morning News, October 12, 2005.

—. "Old DFCS building sold." Savannah Morning News, January 1, 2006.

National Park Service. Atlanta: A National Register of Historic Places Travel Itinerary.
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/atlanta/swa.htm (accessed February 20, 2010).



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
Historic Sears Building Chatham County, GA
Name of Property County and State

—. Atlanta: A National Registry of Historic Places Travel Itinerary.
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/atlanta/text. htm#credits (accessed February 20, 2010).

Philip Trammell Shutze (1890-1982). http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org (accessed February 21, 2010).
"Property Card 2-0044 -37-001." SAGIS. August 7, 2009. http://www.sagis.org (accessed January 17, 2010).

"Record Series 3121-010, Engineering Department Retrospective Plans and Designs #30.29." City of Savannah
Research Library and Municipal Archives. Savannah.

"Record Series 5600EN-120, Engineering Department Private Property Surveys, Applications, and Survey
#7927." City of Savannah Research Library and Municipal Archives. Savannah.

"Retail Store Photograph." Sears, Roebuck & CO Chicago, ILL. November 24, 1946,

Savannah Ass. Press. "Sears, Roebuck Mercantile Center Details Announced.” September 7, 1945: 16.
Savannah Morning News. "Enormous Crowds attend Opening of Sears, Roebuck." November 15, 1946.
Savannah Morning News. "Sears Plans Big New Retail Store." June 22, 1945: 16.

Savannah Morning News. "Sears Shopping Center." January 12, 1946: 14.

Savannah Morning News. "Sears, Roebuck Ready To Build." September 8, 1945: 10.

Savannah Victorian District Design Manual. Design Guideline Manual, Savannah: The Historic Preservation
Section of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources.

Sharkey, Jack. ""Old Sears Building"." General Property Description, Savannah, 2006.

"XH-040 Cuthbert Ward Survey Map." City of Savannah Research Library & Municipal Archives. Savannah,
GA, 1944,

Young, Richard, interview by Adrienne Birge-Wilson. Grounds Keeper for Historic Sears Building (February
11, 2010).
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city or town state Zip code
e-mail adriennebirge@amail. com

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form: SEE ATTACHED ITEMS
e Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

¢ Continuation Sheets

. Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs:

Submit clgar.and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. \Key all photegraphstothe sketch map. SEE ATTACHED ITEMS

¥
L, - H

Name of Pro;);-"ty: ffk o

City or Vicinity:

County: State:
Phetographer:

Date Photographed:

Description of Photograph(s) and number:

tof .

Property Owner:

{Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Michael Sharkey

street & number 15 Dutchtown Rd. telephone

10



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
Historic Sears Building Chatham County, GA
Name of Property County and State
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

prefiminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been X State Historic Preservation Office

requested) Other State agency

previously listed in the National Register Federal agency

previously determined eligible by the National Register X _Local government

designated a National Historic Landmark University

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # X _Other

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 1.61

(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 178 490798 3547381 3

Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
2 4

Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) A P,

The site is surrounded by Buil St. on the West, Dr'athR %t. on the East, Duffy Street on
the North and Henry St. on the South. The Tot contains an entire block in the Victorian
Historic District of Savannah, CA. The Chatham County Board of Assessors property
identification is 2-0044 -37- 001

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)
The current boundaries retain the original property.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Adrienne Birge-Wilson
organization Savannah College of Art and Design date February 25, 2010

street & number telephone
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Historic Sears Building Chatham County, GA
County and State

Name of Property

city ortown Richmond Hills state GA zip code___ 31324

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the Nationa! Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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Name of Property: Historic Sears Building
City or Vicinity: Savannah

County: Chatham State: Georgia
Photographer: unknown

Date Photographed: 1946

Description of Photograph(s) and number: Sears South Exterior and Parking Lot
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Name of Property: Historic Sears Build
City or Vicinity: Savannah

County: Chatham State: Georgia
Photographer: unspecified

Date Photographed: November 24, 1946
Description of Photograph(s) and number:

20of15
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Name of Property: Historic Sears Building

City or Vicinity: Savannah

County: Chatham State: Georgia

Photographer: Adrienne Birge-Wilson

Date Photographed: January 19, 2010

Description of Photograph(s) and number: South Facade and Parking Lot

3of16




Name of Property: Historic Sears Building
City or Vicinity: Savannah

County: Chatham State: Georgia
Photographer: Adrienne Birge-Wilson

Date Photographed: January 19, 2010

Description of Photograph(s) and number: East Facade

4 of 15




Name of Property: Historic Sears Building
City or Vicinity: Savannah

County: Chatham State: Georgia
Photographer: Adrienne Birge-Wilson

Date Photographed: January 19, 2010

Description of Photograph{s) and number: Loading Dock North Facade

5of 15




Name of Property: Historic Sears Building

City or Vicinity: Savannah

County: Chatham State: Georgia

Photographer: Adrienne Birge-Wilson

Date Photographed: January 19, 2010

Description of Photograph(s) and number: North Fagade

6of15




Name of Property: Historic Sears Building

City or Vicinity: Savannah

County: Chatham State: Georgia

Photographer: Adrienne Birge-Wilson

Date Photographed: January 19, 2010

Description of Photograph(s) and number: West Fagade
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~ame of Property: Historic Sears Building
City or Vicinity: Savannah

County: Chatham State: Georgia
Photographer: Adrienne Birge-Wilson

Date Photographed: January 21, 2010

Description of Photograph{s) and number: Grand Staircase
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fame of Property: Historic Sears Building

City or Vicinity: Savannah

County: Chatham State: Georgia

Photographer: Adrienne Birge-Wilson

Date Photographed: January 25, 2010

Description of Photograph(s) and number: Grand Staircase
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Name of Property: Historic Sears Building

City or Vicinity: Savannah

County: Chatham State: Georgia

Photographer: Adrienne Birge-Wilson

Date Photographed: January 25, 2010

Description of Photograph(s) and number: South Staircase
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Name of Property: Historic Sears Building

City or Vicinity: Savannah

County: Chatham State: Georgia

Photographer: Adrienne Birge-Wilson

Date Photographed: January 25, 2010

Description of Photograph(s) and number: Hardware Detail South Staircase
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Name of Property: Historic Sears Building
City or Vicinity: Savannah

County: Chatham State: Georgia
Photographer: Adrienne Birge-Wilson

Date Photographed: January 25, 2010

Description of Photograph(s) and number: Freight Elevator
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Name of Property: Historic Sears Building

City or Vicinity: Savannah

County: Chatham State: Georgia

Photographer: Adrienne Birge-Wilson

Date Photographed: January 25, 2010

Description of Photograph(s) and number: Floor 3, Mechanical Room
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Name of Property: Historic Sears Building
City or Vicinity: Savannah

County: Chatham State: Georgia
Photographer: Adrienne Birge-Wilson

Date Photographed: January 25, 2010

Description of Photograph(s) and number: Floor 2, Original Column and Ceiling Height
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Name of Property: Historic Sears Building
City or Vicinity: Savannah

County: Chatham State: Georgia
Photographer: Adrienne Birge-Wilson

Date Photographed: January 25, 2010

Description of Photograph(s) and number: Wall Thickness of DFCS Rennovation
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Eugene Mantgomery - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eugene_Montgom...

Eugene Montgomery

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Eugene Montgomery, a painter and illustrator, was born in Texas in 1905 and died in Aurora,
Illinois on December 16, 2001 of complications from a broken hipl1l.

Montgomery moved to Chicago in the 1920s to study at the Art Institute of Chicago. He began his
career in advertising and his first commercial work, a sketch of his daughter, was bought by the
Carnation Milk Co. and used on their magazine advertisements.

Montgomery continued to do commercial illustration for many years, and worked in many genres,
but gained most of his recognition as a portrait painter and a muralist. Montgomery was a prolific
portrait painter and often used his family as models. He was hired to paint numerous corporation
chairpersons and executives, or those being recognized by companies, such as G.E. vacuum tube
pioneer Saul Dushman.[2] He was commissioned by Sears Roebuck to paint a series of portraits of
its founders and officers, and many of his portraits still are displayed in the Sears Tower in
Chicago. Montgomery painted similar portraits for companies such as Allstate and Motorola, and
for heads of hospitals and universities. Montgomery's most famous and most widely-viewed
portrait is probably that which he was commissioned to do of University of Notre Dame football
coach Knute Rockne in the 1930s. The portrait remains in the University collection in South Bend,
Indiana. Montgomery also painted anonymous portraits, such as Woman with Mandolin, which
hangs prominently in the guest house of Oprah Winfreyl3l.

Besides portraits, Montgomery gained national recognition for his large murals. Sears hired him
to paint murals for many of its stores around the country, typically showing scenes from local
history. His first such mural was for a store in Houston in 1939. His last known mural, for Allstate
Insurance in Chicago in the 1950s, depicted the history of the automobile age. The unveiling of
Montgomery's 70" mural of Mecklenburg County at the grand opening of the new Sears store in
Charlotte, North Carolina in 1949, one of a series of 12 commissioned by Sears, was a major event,
and when the store was eventually torn down, the mural was relocated to South Mecklenburg
High School in 1970. It was restored by Edwin Gil in 2005, and may still be seen today. After Gil's
restoration the mural reportedly was appraised at one million dollars.

In 1942, Montgomery was featured in the Art Institute of Chicago's exhibition of prize-winning
Chicago-area artists.[4]

Montgomery painted until he was 85, working out of his home studio in Evanston, Illinois, and
some of his work is also on display at the Covenant United Methodist Church in Evanston.

External links

» Sears Roebuck Building, Charlotte, N.C. (http://www.cmhpf.org
/uptownsurveyhistorysears.htm)

» Official website -- may not be operational (http://www.eugenemontgomery.com)

» Edwin Gil Myspace page (http://www.myspace.com/artgil2003)

m Official website of Edwin Gil (http://www.edwingil.com)
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