
Carnegie Library – History 

 

Per a history of the building:  

On November 1, 1903, without Carnegie funding, the city of Savannah and the Georgia 

Historical Society partnered to open a public library on a three year experimental basis. This 

was the catalyst for the African‐American community to rally and debate the need for a 

public library of their own. The debate lasted over two years and culminated in a meeting on 

February 26, 1906 that established the Colored Library Association of Savannah. 

 

A newspaper article from 1914 indicated that the association initially went by the name 

Savannah Library Association. 

Andrew Carnegie donated $12,000 for the construction of the library. A Savannah Tribune from 

July 6, 1912, also noted that "the city has promised to appropriate $1,200 per year towards it 

maintenance if the colored citizens buy the lot and furnish it $3,000." Fundraising efforts, 

through means such as subscriptions and formal events, were held to raise the appropriate 

amount of money. 

By May 3, 1913, the lot for the library had been purchased. An article with that date, and 

published in the Savannah Tribune, provided the following information: 

The struggle which the curators had in raising The money to meet Mr. Carnegie's offer was a 

very hard one and has been waged on for several years. The money was raised by 

subscription, most of which has been paid. There are many, however, who have not yet paid 

their pledges and the curators are very anxious to get all the money, so as to meet an 

indebtedness of one hundred and seventy-five dollars, still due on the purchase price of the 

lots. 

 

There was an attempt to fundraise $1,500 to purchase an additional 45' of land. One newspaper 

article suggested that there initially was not enough money to buy the entire amount of land that 

was necessary for the structure. It is unclear if the campaign was successful. 

The structure was designed by J. De Bruyn Kops. There was some degree protest about how the 

architect was selected, though Kops is not called out by name. On June 21, 1913, the Savannah 

Tribune published an article that provides the following information: 

Want All Architects Given a Chance 

Protest Against Action of Curators Carnegie Library 

Ask that Negro Architects be Allowed to Submit Plans for Building 

At a meeting of the Negro Business League last Tuesday night, a set of resolutions was 

adopted protesting against the action of the curators of the proposed Carnegie library in 

accepting the bid of one architect for plans and specifications for the proposed building. 



The specific portions of the action of the board of Curators, which the league opposes are 

that but one architect was allowed to send in plans and specifications and that the request of 

a Negro architect to submit plans and specifications was ignored 

The resolutions set forth the fact that almost the entire amount of the money for purchasing 

the site on which the library is to be built was donated by the colored people of the city and 

that the action of the curators in refusing to allow a Negro to submit plans and specifications 

shows unfair and unjust discrimination against the Negro. 

The resolutions, which were unanimously adopted, ask that Mr. Andrew Carnegie refuse to 

accept any plans and specifications that have not been awarded in open competition, and are 

as follows: 

"Whereas, almost entirely through the donations of the colored people of the city of 

Savannah, a site for the proposed Carnegie Library has been purchased in this city and a 

building can now be erected through the generosity of Mr. Andrew Carnegie, and 

"Whereas, it is currently reported that the Board of Curators for said Library has refused to 

allow any Negro architect to submit plans for said building, and has selected a white 

architect to draw plans and specifications for said building without competition from white 

or colored architects, and believing that such action on the part of the Board of Curators is 

unfair and unjust discrimination against Negro worth and ability, therefore, Be it 

"Resolved, By The Negro Business League of the City of Savannah, Ga., that said Board of 

Curators be requested to call for plans and specifications from all architects who care to 

enter into an open competition for said building and that said Board of Curators allow 

Negro architects to compete in the said drawing of plans and specifications without 

prejudice on account of color, Be it further 

“Resolved, That, a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to Mr. Andrew Carnegie and that 

he be requested, on behalf of the Colored people of Savannah to refuse to accept any plans 

and specificaiions [Sic] that have not been awarded in open competition. 

Signed 

"A. B. Singfield, President 

W. W. Hill, Secretary.” 

 

  



The library opened on August 14, 1914, and was dedicated on August 13, 1914. An article in the 

Savannah Tribune on August 8, 1914, provided the image below and provided a description of 

the building: 

 

 

 

The building is a two story structure being 60 feet by 35. On the first floor is a lecture 

room 32 1/2 feet by 41 fitted with movable folding chairs and having a capacity of about 

175 persons. This room may be used for fairs, entertainments and other purposes. The 

furnace room and lavatories are also on this floor. 

On the second floor is the library room proper. This room is admirably ventilated and the 

light is excellent. 

The building is constructed of red 1/2 inch brick raked joint with black mortar. The 

interior wood work is of pine and cypress and the floors of the first story are of cement, 

those up stairs being of rift pine. The outside wood work is of bronze color and the inside 

of modern English oak. The walls are of a beautiful bluish tint. 

The book cases extend to the rear end of the hall, and the librarians’s [sic] desk is near 

the front entrance. The table and chairs are of fumed oak. 

 

The library would join the Savannah Public Library System in 1963 with desegregation. 

By 2000, the building fell into disrepair and had to be temporarily closed. In 2001, the Live Oak 

Public Libraries and Live Oak Public Libraries Foundation began a capital campaign to renovate 

and expand the library. Hansen Architects aided with the rehabilitation and with the design of the 

additions. The library reopened around the 90th anniversary of the library's opening. 



 

A full history from the Live Oaks Public Library can be found here while a history by the 

University of Southern Mississippi can be found here. The HABS documentation and history can 

be found here.  

Transcripts of a handful of newspaper articles related to the library have been attached. 

 

Additional Photos and Information 

 

GHS Photo, Undated 

 

https://liveoakpl.org/ld.php?content_id=45506465
https://aquila.usm.edu/rocprofiles/
https://www.loc.gov/item/ga1147/


 

October 3, 1914, Savannah Tribune 
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Savannah Tribune, May 4, 1912 

Carnegie to Build Library for Negros 

Savannah, Ga.-Within the next few days it is expected that the directors of the Savannah colored 

library will conclude negotiations for a valuable piece of property upon with a Carnegie library 

building, costing $12,000, will be erected. The custodians of the Carnegie fund have consented 

to erect the building under certain conditions. All of these conditions, except obtains the site, 

have been complied with. There are a number of prominent white people of Savannah interested 

in the movement and a sufficient amount to make the purchase of the property will be obtained, 

it is expected." 

 

Savannah Tribune, July 6, 1912  

"This meeting was in interest of the Library Fund. Mr. Carnegie has given $12,000 for a colored 

library, and the city has promised to appropriate $1,200 per year towards it maintenance if the 

colored citizens buy the lot and furnish it $3,000. The colored population is enthusiastic over the 

prospects." 

 

Savannah Tribune, May 3, 1913 

Carnegie Library Is Assured 

Building Lot Already Purchased 

Balance of $175 00 Due on Lot — Plans for Library Accepted By Curators — All Subscribers 

Asked to Pay Pledges 

The fight to raise a sufficient amount of money among the Negroes of the city to buy a lot on 

which the Carnegie library will be erected has been won by the curators of the library and it is 

now but a short time before active work on the building will begin. The library will be erected on 

Henry street, east, just opposite Dixon park. The lots were purchased sometime ago and is in one 

of the most desirable neighborhoods in the city. 

The struggle which the curators had in raising The money to meet Mr. Carnegie's offer was a 

very hard one and has been waged on for several years. The money was raised by subscription, 

most of which has been paid. There are many, however, who have not yet paid their pledges and 

the curators are very anxious to get all the money, so as to meet an indebtedness of one hundred 

and seventy-five dollars, still due on the purchase price of the lots. 

The following is a letter from Mr. A. L. Tucker, chairman of the board of curators: 

Savannah, Ga., Apr. 30, 1913. 

Editor Savannah Tribune: 

Savannah, Ga. 



Dear Sir: Permit me to state through the columns of your paper that the Carnegie library for the 

Colored citizens of Savannah is an assured fact. 

The lot has been purchased, paid for and deeded to the city. The plans for the library building as 

having been drawn by architect. J. De Bruyn Kops have been accepted by the curators and 

approved by Mr. Carnegie's representative and now the next thing, which will be done as soon as 

Mr. Kops can do it, is to draw plans and specifications and call for bids which he informs me that 

he will proceed to do immediately. 

I desire further to state that there is a balance due on the purchase of these lots of $175.00 which 

the curators have borrowed individually and paid. Sufficient money has been pledged by the 

citizens of Savannah to more than make up this deficiency. This statement then, is to inform 

these good people who have pledged this money that it is needed now to refund this indebtedness 

of $175.00. 

Trusting that you will see that we need this money and will willingly make good your pledges, I 

am, 

Respectfully, 

A. L. Tucker, Chairman. 

Board of Curators 

 

Savannah Tribune, June 21, 1913 

Want All Architects Given a Chance 

Protest Against Action of Curators Carnegie Library 

Ask that Negro Architects be Allowed to Submit Plans for Building 

At a meeting of the Negro Business League last Tuesday night, a set of resolutions was adopted 

protesting against the action of the curators of the proposed Carnegie library in accepting the bid 

of one architect for plans and specifications for the proposed building. 

The specific portions of the action of the board of Curators, which the league opposes are that 

but one architect was allowed to send in plans and specifications and that the request of a Negro 

architect to submit plans and specifications was ignored 

The resolutions set forth the fact that almost the entire amount of the money for purchasing the 

site on which the library is to be built was donated by the colored people of the city and that the 

action of the curators in refusing to allow a Negro to submit plans and specifications shows 

unfair and unjust discrimination against the Negro. 

The resolutions, which were unanimously adopted, ask that Mr. Andrew Carnegie refuse to 

accept any plans and specifications that have not been awarded in open competition, and are as 

follows: 



"Whereas, almost entirely through the donations of the colored people of the city of Savannah, a 

site for the proposed Carnegie Library has been purchased in this city and a building can now be 

erected through the generosity of Mr. Andrew Carnegie, and 

"Whereas, it is currently reported that the Board of Curators for said Library has refused to allow 

any Negro architect to submit plans for said building, and has selected a white architect to draw 

plans and specifications for said building without competition from white or colored architects, 

and believing that such action on the part of the Board of Curators is unfair and unjust 

discrimination against Negro worth and ability, therefore, Be it 

"Resolved, By The Negro Business League of the City of Savannah, Ga., that said Board of 

Curators be requested to call for plans and specifications from all architects who care to enter 

into an open competition for said building and that said Board of Curators allow Negro architects 

to compete in the said drawing of plans and specifications without prejudice on account of color, 

Be it further 

“Resolved, That, a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to Mr. Andrew Carnegie and that he 

be requested, on behalf of the Colored people of Savannah to refuse to accept any plans and 

specificaiions [Sic] that have not been awarded in open competition. 

Signed 

"A. B. Singfield, President 

W. W. Hill, Secretary.” 

 

Savannah Tribune, July 12, 1913 

Carnegie Library Curators Make Appeal 

Wish to Raise Additional Fifteen Hundred Dollars 

Want 1500 Persons to Give One Dollar Each — Drawing of Building on Exhibition —Bids For 

Construction of Building To be Called for Soon. 

In a letter to the public by the curators of Carnegie library, signed by the chairman, Mr. A. L. 

Tucker, an appeal is made for fifteen hundred dollars to purchase an additional forty-five feet of 

ground on which the proposed Carnegie Library may be built. 

The campaign for funds for this institution was begun a little over two years ago and the curators 

of the library have succeeded in raising a sufficient amount of money to pay for just half the 

number of feet of land on which it was hoped to erect the building, which will be the gift of Mr. 

Andrew Carnegie. 

The site chosen by the board of curators for the erection of the building is on the south side of 

Henry street, just opposite Dixon Park, and is an admirable spot for an institution of this kind. 

It was, and is still, the hope of the curators to purchase ninety feet of land, and have the library 

erected just midway of this plot, with sufficient space on either side of the building to allow the 



building to show up well, to have adequate light from all sides and to be sufficiently far removed 

from any other building to insure the patrons of the library perfect quiet. 

In order to have this aim carried out, the curators would have to raise approximately $3,000, but 

to date they have been able to secure only half this amount, and, therefore, the appeal which is 

made in the following letter is in behalf of the raising of the additional money that is needed by 

the curators to carry out this original plan. 

The drawings, of the building have been on exhibition in Scott Bros’, window, West Broad and 

Gwinnett streets, since Wednesday and have attracted much attention, and it is expected that 

many who have not yet given any thing to the purchasing of the site for the building will do so 

shortly. The letter from the chairman of the board of curators reads: 

To The Colored Citizens of Savannah. 

Please note the drawing of the Colored Public Library in the window of the store of Scott 

Brothers. That it is creditable it cannot be denied. The plans and specifications have been sent to 

Mr. Carnegie’s representative. As soon as they are approved and returned, bids for actual 

construction of this building will be called for and it is sincerely hoped that before the Christmas 

of 1913 the Colored citizens of Savannah will be in the full possession and enjoyment of the 

facilities of this splendid library building. 

But listen: The curators have purchased and paid for 45 feet. The other 45 feet — 22 1/2 feet 

each on the east and west sides of the building — have not been bought or paid for. It is the 

desire of the curators that $1,500 more be raised to purchase these additional 45 feet. 

Now after you know the building is a surety and after you know and see what kind of a building 

it is, will not at least 1,500 Colored citizens, men, women and children—pledge right now and 

contribute $l.00 each toward this amount. 

This is what the curators desire and this is what the Colored citizens of Savannah ought to do. 

Will you not do this right now so that this ground can be purchased? You may give your 

contributions or your pledges to any one of the curators. 

I start the movement by pledging $25.00. 

Sincerely, 

A. L. Tucker, Chairman. 

 

Savannah Tribune, November 8, 1913 

Editor of The Tribune, 

Dear Sir; Please, allow me space to say that Mr. E. W. Houstoun has been selected by the Board 

of Curators of the Carnegie Library to collect sufficient funds to pay for the two strips, 22 1/2 

feet each on both sides of the site on which the library is to be erected. 



Mr. Houstoun is too well known in Savannah to need any introduction. He is already succeeding 

admirable. The Curators ask for him the most cordial, courteous and liberal treatment. Again in 

behalf of the Curators thanking those who have already contributed, 

I am respectfully, 

H. Pearson, Sec’y 

Board of Curators. 

 

Savannah Tribune, January 24, 1914 

Carnegie Library Building To Be Ready July 1 

Contract for Building Given Monday  

Building to be Erected on Henry street, Opposite Dixon Park —Campaign for Additional Fund 

of Fifteen Hundred Dollars Still on 

Information of much importance to the Negroes of the city was given out this week when it was 

learned that the contract for the Carnegie Library for Negroes was given out and that she 

building is to be ready for occupancy by July first. 

It was through the liberal donation of $12000.00 by Mr. Andrew Carnegie that the library was 

made possible. This amount is to be expended for the erection of the building. 

The library will be situated on the south side of Henry street, opposite Dixon Park. The land on 

which the building is to be erected was purchased by subscriptions among the Negroes and 

kindly disposed whites of the city. 

The curators of the library have already purchased 45 feet of land, which is in the center of three 

lots, and are hoping to secure $1500.00 more with which to buy the additional 45 feet, upon 

which they have an option. 

The placing of the building the center of the 90 feet of land will allow the library a very 

advantageous position both from the stand point of light and beauty. 

 

Savannah Tribune, March 7, 1914 

Carnegie Library Ready July 1st 

Work On Foundation of Building Finished Last Week 

Will be One Best Appointed Negro Library Buildings in the Country—Much Interest 

Being Manifested in Erection Of Building 

About July first the Negroes of this city will be in possession of one of the best appointed public 

libraries in the country, the Carnegie Library, for the erection of which Mr. Andrew Carnegie 

gave $12,000.00. 

For the maintenance of the library the city will appropriate $12,000.00 a year. 



The foundation of the library was completed last week and the framing for the basement 

windows was being placed in yesterday. 

Much interest is being manifested in the erection of the library and the building when completed 

will fill a much needed place in the community. 

 

Savannah Tribune, August 8, 1914 

Carnegie Library Dedication Thursday Afternoon 

Professor S. A. GRANT To Deliver Address 

New Library Was Turned Over to Curators This Week — Many Visitors Inspect Building— 

Building Very Conveniently Appointed. 

The new Colored Carnegie Library, which is located on Henry street, east, opposite Dixon park, 

is completed and has been turned over to the curators. 

The building is one of the most beautiful and best appointed edifices of the kind which Negroes 

have at their disposal in any portion of the South. It was made possible by a gift of $12,000.00 

from Mr. Andrew Carnegie, the land having been purchased with money raised by popular 

subscription from Negroes and charitable white friends in the city. 

The building is a two story structure being 60 feet by 35. On the first floor is a lecture room 32 

1/2 feet by 41 fitted with movable folding chairs and having a capacity of about 175 persons. 

This room may be used for fairs, entertainments and other purposes. The furnace room and 

lavatories are also on this floor. 

On the second floor is the library room proper. This room is admirably ventilated and the light is 

excellent. 

The building is constructed of red 1/2 inch brick raked joint with black mortar. The interior wood 

work is of pine and cypress and the floors of the first story are of cement, those up stairs being of 

rift pine. The outside wood work is of bronze color and the inside of modern English oak. The 

walls are of a beautiful bluish tint. 

The book cases extend to the rear end of the hall, and the librarians’s [sic] desk is near the front 

entrance. The table and chairs are of fumed oak. 

The dedicatory exercises will take place on Thursday afternoon August 13th at 5:30 o’clock, 

Prof. S. A. Grant of Georgia State College, delivering the address. 

 

Savannah Tribune, August 15, 1914 

Colored Carnegie Library Dedication Draws Large Crowd 

The dedicatory exercises of the Colored Carnegie Library, Henry street, east, were attended by a 

very large and representative crowd. The principal address of the afternoon was delivered by 

Prof. S. A. Grant and was very commendable. Music for the occasion was rendered by the First 



Congregational Church choir. Mr. A. L. Tucker, chairman of the board of curators for the library, 

presided at the exercises. The board was very much pleased with the attendance at the opening 

exercises and wishes to thank the public for their generous support of the movememt [sic] which 

made the library possible. 

 

Savannah Tribune, October 13, 1914 

History of the Carnegie Colored Library 

The Library Association was organized February 26th, 1906, at 22 State street, west, under the 

name of the Savannah Library Association. 

The board of curators was composed of A. L. Tucker, Dr. F. S. Belcher, J. ,W. Armstrong, E. E. 

DesVerney, G. W. Jacobs, R. W. Gadsden and H. Pearson. 

Officers, A. L. Tucker, president ; E. E. Des Verney, vice-president ; C. A. R. McDowell, 

secretary ; J. W. Armstrong, treasurer. 

The following changes have occurred in the personnel of the board. In 1906 Mr. Gadsden 

resigned and was succeeded by Dr. S. P. Lloyd. In 1907 Mr Armstrong died and was succeed as 

curator by Mr. McDowell, the secretary and librarian and as treasurer by Mr. DesVerney. In 

1908, H. Pearson was elected secretary. Dr. J. H. Bugg, Messrs S. C. Johnson and D. J. Scott, 

appointed by the mayor to represent the city, were added to the board. 

In 1909, Dr. Lloyd died and Dr. Bugg removed to Virginia, thus making two vacancies in the 

board. The curators selected Mr. L. G. Middleton to succeed Dr. Lloyd. The mayor has not 

appointed Dr. Bugg’s successor. 

In 1908 Mr. Andrew Carnegie of New York City, agreed to give $12,000.00 to erect the library 

building, if a suitable site was purchased and the city council agreed to appropriate $1,200 per 

annum for the maintenance of the library. Both conditions were complied with and the building 

was erected in 1914 and dedicated August 13. 

In 1914 Mr. McDowell resigned as curator and librarian, Mr. Deserney was chosen to succeed 

him as librarian. 

Present board: A. L. Tucker, president; Dr. F. S. Belcher, vice president; H. Pearson, secretary; 

E. E. Des Verney, treasurer and librarian ; L. G. Middleton, G. W. Jacobs, S. C. Johnson, D. J. 

Scott. 

 

Savannah Tribune, November 28, 1914 

Carnegie Library’s Many Readers 

New Building a Stimulus to Institution 

Those Who Have Donated Books —Parents and Teachers Asked To Urge Children to Patronize 

Library. 



Since the occupation of the Carnegie Library building, located on Henry street near East Broad, 

by the Carnegie Colored Library Association, much interest has been shown by the people in 

calling for good reading matter. This was particularly noticeable among the children who 

compose 60 per cent of the patronage. 

Books have been donated by the following, Mrs. Lydia Sheppard, of Boston Mass.; Mr. John 

Carr, Miss Lucile Tucker, Mr. Charlton Miller, Mrs. Emily Me Fall Warren, Master Edward 

DesVerney, Jr., Mrs. Lila Jones, Mr. Meldrim Tucker, Mr. Sylvester Jefferson, Mrs. J. Bryant 

and Master Merritt Cohen and a number of our good white friends. 

Last week the White Public Library very generously donated some 300 of their best books which 

are now much in demand. For all of these donations the curators, through Mr. E. E. Des Verney, 

wish to extend their hearty thanks. 

The following is the record of the institution since going into the new building: 

Cards issued in August 80, books drawn 113, total visitors 422 of which were 269 children, cards 

issued in September 130, books drawn 368, total visitors 807 of which children 469, cards issued 

in October 44, books drawn 203, total visitors 576, of which children 352, total cards issued 254, 

total books drawn 684, total visitors 1805, total children 1090. 

The secretary is making every effort to secure a number of books for children and begs the 

cooperation of the teachers in directing their children to secure such reading matter as will be 

helpful to them. 

Secretary Des Verney is particularly pleased with the way the public is patronizing the institution 

and through the Tribune will keep them informed of the new books as they come in. 


