
201 W Jones – Research 

201 W. Jones Street. (also listed at 203 W. Jones Street) was constructed in 1852 and is a 

contributing resource within the Savannah National Historic Landmark District and the local 

Savannah Downtown Historic District. 

 

According to the Ward Notebooks and Historic Savannah, 201/203 West Jones along with 205 

West Jones were built for Isaac Brunner, who served as a City Alderman, Clerk of the Market, a 

noncommissioned officer or a private in the Civil War, and a plasterer. The Ward Notebook states 

that “in 1851, Isaac Brunner obtained loans to finance the building of this house: $5,000 on April 

30, and $1,200 on July 19….”  

 

It appears that the property was used as a rental property early in its history. Staff found 

advertisements from March 16, 17, and 18, 1852, that reads: 

 

TO RENT.-The new Brick House corner Jones and Barnard streets. Possession given 1st 

June. Apply to ISAAC BRUNNER. 

 

Multiple advertisements about renting that property were also found in the Daily Morning News 

between August and November 1856. These read: 

 

TO RENT.-Two large and very handsome finished dwellings. Houses on Jones street in 

complete order. Apply to E.S. Zittrour or Isaac Brunner. 

 

The structure first appears on the 1888 Sanborn Map and is listed as a two-story building over a 

basement with a one-story rear portion. A two-story structure facing the lane was also noted at 

this time. The stoop was added to the home by 1898. On the 1916 Sanborn Map, the rear portion 

of the home was listed as “1b”, indicating that it was one-story with a basement. It is unclear at 

the time of writing this report if the rear portion was expanded to include both a basement and a 

first story portion or if there was an error in the previous Sanborn Maps and this portion had 

previously been a one-story structure over a basement. 

 

The property was surveyed on July 2, 1937, for the Cadastral Survey. The survey indicates that 

the main structure is three-stories (two stories with a basement). The rear of the home is listed as 

being two stories with a shed roof. The following material information was provided in the 

survey: 

 

Foundation : Brick, Walls 

Base: Full 

Existing Walls: Com. Brick 

Ext. Trim: Plain, Brick 

Roof: Tin, Flat 

Windows: Wood Frame, Ord. Glass 

Attic: No. 



 

The structure is noted as being 30’ in height and having a “F- Basmt.” 

 

The outbuilding/secondary building was added onto between 1916 and 1950. By 1953, the home 

was listed as apartments on the Sanborn Map, but based on newspaper clippings, at least a 

portion of the home was rented out prior to this time. Between 1955 and 1973, more additions 

were constructed onto the outbuilding, and it appears that the rear portion may have been 

expanded. 

 

An appraisal report was completed for the property in 1950. According to this source, the 

building was a four-unit apartment. The appraisal provided the following information about the 

building: 

 

Walls: Common Brick 

Foundations: Common Masonry 

Roof Type: Flat 

Roof Material: Composite Shingles or Sheet Metal 

Sheet Metal: G.I. 

Trim: Plain Wood 

Window Sash: Ord. Wood 

Screens: G.I. 

Fencing: Wood or Wire 

Plantings: Sparce 

Design: Stock 

Grade: Average 

 

The appraisal also listed a 1 story 400 sq ft framed private garage and a two story 1200 sq ft 

masonry garage apartment on the property. 

 

Undated photographs of the structure show that the stoop’s roof was previously removed, and the 

handrails were changed, both at an unknown time. No permits were found for this work. In 2001, 

a COA was issued for the property. The applicant was asking for the following work: 

 

1. Add a wood canopy and iron columns to the front stoop. Canopy to follow “ghost 

outline” of a previous canopy. Decorative iron railing exists. The petition has been 

amended to propose 6” square wood columns. 

2. Carriage House North Elevation: Currently a deck with turned posts and square pickets is 

visible over the garden wall. The petitioner is requesting approval to add a cover over the 

deck with square columns to match the rear porch columns. The stair portion will 

essentially not be visible from the public right of way. 

3. Main house south elevation: Currently there is a rear shed roofer porch with stairs into 

the garden. Out of sight from the public right-of-way these stairs split. The petitioner is 



requesting to replace the stair with a new straight run going E-W along the porch. The 

existing turned post and straight rail are being reused. 

 

Another COA was issued in 2005 for the installation of operable shutters. No other Certificates 

of Appropriateness were found for this property at the time of writing this report. 

 

The Ward Notebook indicates that the front stoop was rebuilt but does not give a timeframe for 

the work. The Georgia Historic Resources Survey does not indicate any alterations to the 

structure.  
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