The Cluskey Embankment Stores Signage
Addendum to Savannah-Chatham County Historic Site and Monuments Historical Marker Application
Rita Elliott, September 15, 2014

Please see attached Marker Application Form. Information below expands on portions of that form.

2. Themes. For each theme checked, provide a statement explaining why you believe the subject is
significant in respect to the history of Chatham County or Savannah, stressing the historical importance
of the subject.

Arts & Humanities, Science & Engineering. Charles B. Cluskey, the architect of the Cluskey Embankment
Stores (more commonly referred to as the Cluskey Vaults), was a renowned, trained architect and
master builder. The signage examines his artistic and engineering works in terms of the vault
construction, as well as some of his other projects in Savannah and Georgia. The signage touches on the
mix of engineering and artistic accomplishments in his use of columns and arches. The signage also
discusses the use of the vaults for the scientific purpose of mapping the Savannah Harbor and Georgia
coastline using telescopes and telegraphs. The panels investigate the role of the science of archaeology
in discovering the history of the vaults.

Civic & Institutional, Local History. The signage investigates the vaults through the lens of local history as
well as its broader context. Interpretive panels examine Cluskey and his involvement in social, political,
fraternal, and architectural issues in Savannah, as well as in Georgia and Washington, D.C. The panels
touch on the social, economic, and environmental climate of the period, as it related to the vaults and
Cluskey. Signage discusses ways local citizens became involved in civic engagement related to the vaults.
The signage details the background of the vaults during the 19" through 21 centuries, and the related
local history pertaining to them, Factors Walk, and City Hall.

Industry & Commerce, Maritime History. The interpretive panels examine the role the vaults played in
Savannah’s commerce and maritime history, so visible on the adjacent Factors Walk and nearby River
Street. This included its primary function as a structure within a retaining wall, enabling Factors Walk to
function as a vehicular and pedestrian passageway for shipments through the port and providing a
means of easy access to factors and brokers working in the area. The vaults also functioned as a storage
facility and cooper venue, which facilitated Savannah’s maritime and shipping commerce. The use of the
vaults in the completion of the Coast Survey map further facilitated maritime commerce and industry in
Savannah, Georgia, and South Carolina.

4. Design. Provide a drawing indicating the shape, size, material, color, and text placement of the
marker. For temporary markers, provide a plan for removal or replacement of the marker at the end of
the temporary period.

The four rectangular panels will each measure 24” x 36”. They will be constructed of high pressure
laminate. The signs are full color, with a background shade of blue reminiscent of blueprints. The signs
contain text, photographs, drawings, maps, and other images. They will have a 10 year warranty from
the firm manufacturing the signs. Signs needing replacing can be reordered through this sign
manufacturing company or others, using the Photoshop files in which the signs were created by the
Exhibit contractor. Please see attachments for location of markers and color/text placement.
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5. Text. Provide exact text for the marker and attach to this application. Indicate the size of and type of
font to be used. Include footnotes and a bibliography. Be sure to include primary sources of
documentation when possible. County histories should not be relied upon solely as sources of
information and should be considered secondary sources. Final wording of text will rest with the
Commission. Should quotations be a part of the proposed text, include written permission letter from
appropriate authority.

Please see attachments for print outs of each sign design. Fonts and font sizes are as follows:
e Title (Flux Architect font) 100 pt;
e Subtitles (Frank the Architect) 60 pt;
e Headings (Frank the Architect) 48 pt;

Text Subheading (Arial) 30 pt;

Main Text (Arial) 24 pt;

e (Citations (Arial) 14 pt

Bibliography
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2014  “An Archaeological Investigation into the Cluskey Embankment Stores (9CH1352)”, Masters
Thesis, Georgia Southern University, Statesboro, Georgia

Creative Commons
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Creative Commons
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Gordon, Peter
1734 “AView of Savannah,” [Lithograph copy made in 1876], Library of Congress, Geography and
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and Photographs Division, Washington, D.C. (HABS GA, 123-AUG,11-1) Accessed at
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ga0151/
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Collection)

1820 “Plan for an Observatory” (libr0065). Accessed online at
http://www.photolib.noaa.gov/htmls/libr0065.htm

1825 “Repeating Circle with Two Telescopes”, Drawn by Caroline Hassler (libr0061), accessed online
at http://www.photolib.noaa.gov/htmls/libr0061.htm

Research Library & Municipal Archives
n.d. “View of East Bay Street, “Cotton Row”, Savannah, Georgia. On behalf of V. & J. Duncan Antique
Maps & Prints, Savannah, Georgia.

Savannah Daily Republican

1842 “Sheriff’s Sale”, March 5, 1842, p.4. Savannah Historic Newspapers Archive, Digital Library of
Georgia, University of Georgia Libraries. Accessed August 12, 2014.
http://savnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/savnewspapers-
j2k/view?docld=bookreader/svr/svr1842/svr1842-0216.mets.xml;query=Cluskey;query-
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1087.mets.xml;query=%22tombs%22%20east;brand=savnewspapers-j2k-brand#tpage/n0/mode/1up

1851 “Coast Survey”, January 7, 1851, p.2. Savannah Historic Newspapers Archive, Digital Library of
Georgia, University of Georgia Libraries. Accessed August 12, 2014.
http://savnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/savhewspapers-
j2k/view?docld=bookreader/svr/svr1851/svr1851-
0018.mets.xml;query=%22tombs%22%20east;brand=savnewspapers-j2k-brand#page/n0/mode/1up

1852 “Coast Guard Survey”, March 11, 1851, p.2. Savannah Historic Newspapers Archive, Digital
Library of Georgia, University of Georgia Libraries. Accessed August 12, 2014.
http://savnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/savnewspapers-
j2k/view?docld=bookreader/svr/svr1851/svr1851-
0234.mets.xml;query=%22coast%20survey%22;:brand=savnewspapers-ji2k-brand#page/n0/mode/lup

U.S. Secretary of the Interior

1853 Letter from Charles B. Cluskey to President Franklin Pierce. Records of the Office of the
Secretary of the Interior, (Record Group 48), Series: Field Office Appointment Papers, Entry Number Al
15, Container 217.
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Quotations are derived from public domain sources that can be freely quoted when properly cited, as
they have on these panels.

6. Funding. Provide estimate of costs (including marker fabrication and installation). Provide statement
indicating the amount of funds currently secured by the applicant. If complete funding has not been
secured, indicate the plan to secure the remainder of the funding. NOTE: If the marker is to be installed
on public property, the applicant will be required to submit an Escrow Payment in the amount
determined by the Mayor and Aldermen to fund the future maintenance cost of the marker. This Escrow
Payment must be submitted before erection of the marker.

Cost of Creation, Design, Layout, Proofing: $2,978
Cost of Fabrication: Approximately $3,000
Cost of Installation: Approximately $1,000

Funding has been secured by the City of Savannah for this project. The City of Savannah Research Library
and Municipal Archives is spearheading this project, partnering with the City’s Park & Tree Department
and Tourism Management & Ambassadorship Department. The Cluskey Vaults are on City-owned

property, therefore, the escrow payment has been waived.

7. Installation. If the installation of the marker is to be on an historic building, indicate how the marker is
to be installed.

The markers will be installed on two posts in the ground or surface mounted pm (post-mounted) posts
on top the ground.

Photographs of Proposed Site

Looking south from the Thomas Gamble Building down at the Cluskey Vaults, City Hall is in the far right
of the view.
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Looking east up the Bull Street Ramp from City Hall. The Cluskey Vaults are at the right with the arched
openings.
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