Oglethorpe Lane Building
Historical Interpretive Marker

Project Description:

The Oglethorpe Lane Building Interpretive Marker will discuss the building site history of
the Otis S. Johnson, Ph.D. Cultural Arts Center, including a brief history of the Wetter
House, the Savannah Female Asylum and Orphanage, additional site uses, and Elbert
Ward.

Marker Location:

Public Right-of-Way near the intersection of Oglethorpe Lane and Martin Luther King, Jr.
Boulevard, Savannah, GA.

The marker will be located in the public right-of-way in the western corner of the
Oglethorpe Lane Building near Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard. The marker will be located
in the flower bed between the walking paths. The City of Savannah Cultural Resources
Department, with consultation from the Municipal Archives, has reviewed and approved
the installation at this location. An 811 request will be submitted to ensure the location is
clear of all utilities before installation. The marker will be free-standing and installed in-
ground.
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Design Proposed:
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36”H x 48”W
NPS Style Double Traditional Pedestal — Black Powder Coated Aluminum
Aluminum Composite Graphic

The marker is free-standing and will be installed in-ground.

Proposed Text:
Title: Oglethorpe Lane Building
Wetter House & Savannah Female Orphan Asylum

On the corner of Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard (formerly West Broad Street) and West
Oglethorpe Avenue (formerly South Broad Street) once stood the Wetter House,
considered an example of the best in Savannah architecture for its time, with highly
decorated interior and exterior components. The original home was builtin 1822 by
Anthony Barclay and then acquired by Margaret Telfair, who transferred it via will in 1859 to
her granddaughter, Sarah A.C. Telfair. Sarah Telfair was married to Augustus Wetter, a
German-born civil engineer, Savannah alderman, and Director of the Bank of South
Georgia. Between 1853 and 1861, Wetter extensively remodeled the home, including the
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addition of elaborate cast-iron exterior balconies cast by the Wood and Perot Foundry of
Philadelphia at a cost of $100,000. The balconies’ balustrades featured castiron
medallions featuring the profiles of classical authors, poets, and statesmen. In 1891, the
Wetter House was sold to the Savannah Female Orphan Asylum following the financial
decline and death of Augustus Wetter in 1882. The home remained in possession of the
Savannah Female Orphan Asylum until 1950, when the property was purchased by Dearing
Chevrolet and demolished except for the lane building. The Wetter House iron work was
repurposed at other sites around the city, including the fence around the terra cotta Red
Lion fountain in front of the Savannah Cotton Exchange and as ornamental railings for the
building located at the corner of Whitaker and McDonough streets.

Oglethorpe Lane Building

The lane building was likely constructed between 1888 and 1889. It is a one-story brick
structure that was built along and incorporated the existing garden wall on the south side
of the property. The orphanage used the enclosed garden behind the home as a children’s
play area, and the building was most likely used during this era for storage. The lane
building is constructed of Savannah grey brick and what is suspected to be Bermuda stone
in the remnant of the southern garden wall. The building was later added on to and used as
an office for Dearing Chevrolet until 1986. In later years, the lane building was used as
Savannah EMS Station No. 1. In 2001, the entire property was purchased by Chatham Area
Transit and then sold to the City of Savannah in 2011.

Elbert Ward

In 2018, construction began on the Otis S. Johnson, Ph.D. Cultural Arts Center, and the
Lane Building was preserved in its existing state as the last 19th-century structure in all of
Elbert Ward. Elbert Ward was established in 1801, carved from the Town Common set
aside in Savannah’s town plan by General James Oglethorpe as public land for grazing
animals. Prior to the settlement of Savannah by the English colonists, this land was
undeveloped, and the region was inhabited by members of the Creek Nation. As Elbert
Ward was developed, it was characterized by residential construction. Elbert Ward and its
central square fell victim to 20th-century modernization and progress, first as Federal
Highway 17 cut through the center in the 1930s and then when Urban Renewal cleared the
entire eastern half of the ward for the construction of the Savannah Civic Center in the
1960s. Today, the lane building serves as an example of the supporting structures that
once filled Savannah’s utilitarian service lanes, as well as a reminder of the history that has
been lostin Elbert Ward.
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OGLETHORPE LANE BUILDING

‘Wetter House & Savannah Female Orphan Asylum

Cn the corner of Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard (formerly West Broad Strect) and Woest
Oglethorpe Avenue (formerly Scuth Bread Street) once stood the Wetter House, considared "an
example of the best in Savannah architecture for its time, with highly decorated intericr and
exterior components.” Tha eriginal home was builtin 1822 by Antheny Barclay and then

acquired by Margaret Telfair who transterred it via will in 1859 to her granddaughter. Sarah AC.
Telfair. Sarah Talfair veas marricd to Augustus Wester, a German born civil engineer, Savannah
alderman, and Director of the Bank of South Georgia. Between 1853 and 1861, Watter
extensively remodeted the home, including the addition of elaticrate cast iron exteriar balconies
cast by the Weed and Perst Foundry of Philadelphia at a cost of $100,000. The balconies'
balustrades featured castiron medailions featuring the orofiles of classical authors, poets, and
statesmen. In 1891, the Wetter House was sold to the Savannah Female Orphan Asylum
foilowing the financial decline and death of Augustus Wetter in 1882. The hoime remainad in
possession of the Savannah Female Or phan Asvium until 1950 when the praperty was
purchased by Cazring Chevrolet and ¢ except for the lane building. The Wetter House
ironwork was rcpurposrd at other sites araund the city, including the fence around the terra
cotta*Red Lion® foun infrant of the Savannah Cotten Exchange and as ornamental railings
for the building locatad 3t the camer of Whitaker and McDonaugh streets

Oglethorpe Lane Building

The fane building was likaly constructed between 1888 and 1887. It is 2 one-story brick
structure that was built alang, and incorporated. the existing garden wall en the south sida of the
aroperty. The crphanage used the enclosed garden behind the home as a children's play area and
the building was most likely used during this era for smrage. The lane btnldlnglscmsvuc*ed of
Savannah grey brick and what 5 to be B ol

garden wall. The building was later added on to and used as an office for Dcarmg Chevrelet urul
1986. In later years, the fana building was used 3¢ Savannah EMS Station No. 1. 1n 2001, the
entire proper ty vias purchased by Chatiam Area Transit and then sold to the City of Savannahin
2011,

Stone Wall of Oglethorpe Lane Buliding

Wetter House thgroum‘
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Elbert Ward

In 2018, construction bagznon the Otis S. Johnson. Ph.O. Cultural Arts Center and the fane
building was preserved in its existing state as the last 19th century structure in allof Elbert
Ward. ﬂbu'tW:rd wasestabhshed in 1801, carved from the Town Common st aside in
Savannah's y General James O; public land for grazing aninwals. Pricr to
the settlement ot 3 Savannzh by the English colonists. this fand was undeveloped, and tha region
Inhahn’*d by mmnb«.r‘ of the Creck Nation . As Elbert Ward was developed. it was characterized
by Elbert 1its central squars fell victim to 20th century
madernization snd progress, first as Federal Highway 17 cut through the center inthe 19305
and then when Urban Renewal cleared the entlre eastern half of the ward for the construction
of the Savannah Civic Center in the 1960s. Today the laie building serves as leof the
supporting structures that once filled Savannah's utilitarian service lanes, as well as a remindor
of lhe history that has Leenlost in Elbert Ward.
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Front of the Wetter House

Historic American Buildings Survey, Creator, and Augustus Wedder. Wetter House, 425
Oglethorpe Street, Savannah, Chatham County, GA. Savannah
Georgia Chatham County, 1933. Documentation Compiled After. Photograph.

Wetter House Cast Iron

Historic American Buildings Survey, Creator, and Augustus Wedder. Wetter House, 425
Oglethorpe Street, Savannah, Chatham County, GA. Savannah

Chatham County Georgia, 1933. Documentation Compiled After. Photograph.
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Wetter House Playground

Foltz Photography Studio (Savannah, GA). “Wetter House, Savannah, GA.” Photograph.

Savannah: 1948. From Georgia Historical Society: GHS 1360-PH-08-23-04, Cordray-Foltz
Photography Studio photographs.

70f12



Oglethorpe Lane Building
Historical Interpretive Marker

3 I PP

SRR R NI, S o I (T

: 7 : Py
: 220 & I . ¥ o 2 RO | e
@’ ‘] 75 f | =0 ,[ "l v | #7 {32 o}
: 5 | | 78 - s | : |
i ‘ | [ ; J | SRYANNRY FEMALE |
| | | | { e T T RRE b
7 —~ . _ | | | ORPHAN FSTLUM |3
;"T/‘f/ i’ | & = | S == i e
18l | i S OO R ]
[ &8 [ o o |
: P | I i o s, | |
5-—-J SN | . | a% | | | o
I Br i Q P gy v e NE R 4 {
| N & s o i | ] \ |
2 2. 1N N J_seriondall I sbol A S
2&_ 374 &f iz T 7 ’~-——L Ll S _}__
w../- Rmemn By | I'
N J 71
$ I~  l204f
[:i” T_;' T 2 |
& 2 bt
o 1e) L
820 Tl N2/ 3
Y A/
e 1 K J !
N RS L) A e
f 3 AP = ’ N, Q
izt | lo_ourwa | a N
',’ 5 — ; e l [N
] ! | 2 / 1
/4 | : 3 7 B
¥ ,.’.f,«_, Lt B l |
. l—(l!- paen s . — _ -“‘/- i -*a‘

ELBERT SQ. Lo MONTGOMERY

I
E
e ! ® |

Sanborn-Perris Map Co. “Insurance maps of Savannah, Georgia, 1898 / published by the
Sanborn-Perris Map Company Limited.” 1898. July 22, 2025.

*Oglethorpe Lane Building

I N B C(rrent site of the Otis S. Johnson, Ph.D. Cultural Arts Center
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Stone Wall of Oglethorpe Lane Buﬂdmg

Sources:
Gunn, Meyerhoff, Shay Architects, 2014.

Historic American Buildings Survey, Creator, and Augustus Wedder. Wetter House, 425
Oglethorpe Street, Savannah, Chatham County, GA. Savannah Chatham County Georgia,
1933. Documentation Compiled After. Photograph. hitps://www.loc.gov/item/ga0067/.

Spracher, Luciana M. Lost Savannah: Photographs from the Collection of the Georgia
Historical Society. Charleston, SC: Arcadia Pub, 2003, 32.

Unattributed, “Historic Home Comes Down,” Savannah Morning News, December 17,
1959.

Curl, Eric. “Cultural Arts Center Site Links Savannah’s Past, Future.” Savannah Morning
News, April 12, 2014.

Municipal Archives, and Luciana Spracher, Historical Context: Savannah Cultural Arts
Center Property § (2018).

Ledvina, Kathy, to W. Ray Luce, 2002.
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Sweet, Julie. "Yamacraw Indians." New Georgia Encyclopedia, last modified Jul 15, 2020.
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/yamacraw-indians

Text Size and Font:

Title: Font Bell MT, 180pt
Subheading: Font Bell MT, 50pt
Body: Font Lato, 33pt

Marker Themes:

The marker addresses the themes of architecture, the evolution, and the history of the Otis
S. Johnson, Ph.D. Cultural Arts Center’s building site, and the development of Elbert Ward
as part of the General James Oglethorpe town plan.

Architecture: The marker discusses the architecture and evolution of the building site from
the Wetter House (1822), the Savannah Female Orphan Asylum (1882), the Oglethorpe
Lane Building (1888), and the Otis S. Johnson, Ph.D. Cultural Arts Center (2018). The
marker indicates the construction material of the Oglethorpe Lane Building’s Savannah
grey brick and Bermuda Stone as part of the original wall and building construction. The
marker discusses the reuse and relocation of the decorative cast iron work to other
locations in Savannah.

Streets, Lanes, and Sidewalks: The marker discusses the history of Elbert Ward from the
area's original Creek Nation Native Americans to Oglethorpe’s town plan, to the
modernization of the surrounding streets due to the automobile, and the construction of
the Savannah Civic Centerin the 1960s.

Local History: Anthony Barclay constructed the Wetter House in 1822, and it was acquired
by Margaret Telfair in 1859, and transferred the property to her granddaughter, Sarah A.C
Telfairin 1859. Sarah A.C. Telfair, married to Augustus Wetter, were the owners and
primary residents of the Wetter House between 1853 and 1861.

Costs:

Marker Fabrication Cost: $3,251.00 (Exact cost to be determined when Text is finalized)
Installation Costs: $250.00

Funding is secured by the City of Savannah’s approved FY25 Budget.

Funding is secured for the Escrow Payment by the City of Savannah.
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Secured Funding:

The funding for the interpretative marker is from the FY25 City of Savannah, Cultural
Resources Department’s annual budget. The budget was approved by the Mayor and
Aldermen on December 19", 2024. Agenda Item: # 47: Adoption of the 2025 Service
Program and Budget, Five-Year Capital Plan.

The Cultural Resources Department has budgeted and secured $3,600.00 for the
construction ($3,251.00) and installation ($250.00) of the Oglethorpe Lane Building
Historical Marker.

Escrow Payment:

The escrow payment for construction, installation, and maintenance is included in the
annual Cultural Resources Department’s facility maintenance budget. Funding is secured
by the City of Savannah. The marker is being installed by the City of Savannah and will be
the property of the City of Savannah Mayor and Aldermen, and the City of Savannah will be
responsible for all future maintenance of the marker.
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OGLETHORPE LANE BUILDING

‘Wetter House & Savannah Female Orphan Asylum

Cn thie coriner of Martin Luther King. Jr. Boulevard (formerly West Broad Street) und Woest
Oglethorpe Avenue (formerly Scuth Bread Streat) once stood the Wetter House, considered “an
example of the best in Savannah architecturs for its time, with hignly decorated intericr and
exterior components.” The eriginal home was builtin 1822 by Antheny Barclay and then
acquired by Margaret Telfair who transferred it via wiil in 1859 to her gronddaughter. Sarah AC,
Telfair. Sarah Telfair was marricd to Augustus Wezter, a German born civil engincer, Savannai
alderman, and Directer of the Bank of South Georgia. Between 1853 and 1861, Wetter
extensively remadeled the home, including the addition of elalicrate cast iron exterior balconies
cast by the Wead and Perst Foundry of Philadelphia at acost of $100,000. The balconies’
balustrades featured castiron medailions Veaturing the prefiles of classical authors, poets, and
statasmen. In 1891, the Wetter House was sold to the Savannali Fomale Orphan Asylum
faillowing the financial decline and death of Augustus Wetter in 1882. The home remainad in
pessession of the Savannah Femate Orphan Asvium until 1950 when the property was
purchased by Dezring Chevrolet and demolished except for the lane building. The Watter House
iron work was repurpased at other sites araund the city, including the fence around the terra o SR D o oot
cotta”Red Lion® feuntain in front of the Savannah Cotten Exchange and as orndmental railings 7 % - Sty ki
for the building located at the carner of Whitaker and McDonough streets
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Oglethorpe Lune Building Elbert Ward

The fane bullding was ikely constructed bctwccn 18835nd 188'7 It Is 2 one-story bric! ln "Ols.corsmxuonbeﬁncn ttn: Ctis S. Johnson. Ph.0. Cultural Arts Center and the lznc
su-uclunezhstwa;bulltalong,nd wallonth Reldeaf the ved inits exi the last 19th century structure in all of Elbert
oroparty, Th A e iy areaand Ward. ﬂfxrtWard was established in 1801, carved from the Town Common s=t aside in
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the building was most Ilkeh;used during this er= for storage. The ane building i consructed of Genera
Savarnah grey brick and what is suspected to be Be'muanilunem the r:mrr:agnl of the southern the setddement of Savannsh by the English colonists, this land was undeveloped. and the region
gardenwall. The building was h‘« ackded on to and used 3 an office for Dearing Chevrelet until inhabited by members of the Crock Nation . As Elbert Ward was developed. it was characterized
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of the Savannah Civic Centerin the 196Cs. Today the lane building serves as an example of the
supporting structures that once filled Savannan's utilitarian service lancs, as well as a reminder
af the kistory thal has Leen Jost in Elvert Ward.
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Proposed Marker Design
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